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Newsletter 2020      
St. Paul Lutheran Church, NALC- 156 Poplar St. S.W.  Bolivar, Ohio 44612  
 Pastor Mike Pozzuto - E Mail: stpaulbolivarpastor@gmail.com -PH: 330-874-4540 
                            From the Pastor… 330-806-3571  

Church is Hard 

Church is hard for the person walking through the doors, afraid of judgement. 
Church is hard for the prodigal soul returning home, broken and battered by the world. 

Church is hard for the girl who looks like she has it all together, but doesn’t. 
Church is hard for the couple who fought the entire ride to service. 

Church is hard for the single mom, surrounded by couples holding hands, and seemingly 
perfect families. 

Church is hard for the widow and widower with no invitation to lunch after service. 
Church is hard for the person signing worship songs, overwhelmed by the weight of the lyrics. 

Church is hard for the man insecure in his role as a leader. 
Church is hard for the wife who longs to be led by a righteous man. 

Church is hard for nursery volunteer who desperately logs for a baby to love. 
Church is hard for the single woman and single man, praying God brings them a mate. 
Church is hard for the teenage girl, wearing a scarlet letter, ashamed for her mistakes. 

Church is hard for the sinners. 
It’s hard because on the outside it all looks shiny and perfect. Sunday best in behavior and 

dress. 
However, underneath those layers, you find a body of imperfect people, carnal souls, selfish 

motives. 
But, here is the beauty of church – Church isn’t a building, mentality, or expectation. 

Church is a body. 
Church is a group of sinners, saved by grace, living in fellowship as saints. 

Church is a body of believers bound as brothers and sisters by an eternal love. 
Church is a holy ground where sinners stand as equals before the Throne of Grace. 

Church is a refuge for broken hearts and a training ground for mighty warriors. 
Church is a converging of confrontation and invitation. Where sin is confronted and hearts are 

invited to seek restoration. 
Church is a lesson in faith and trust. 

Church is a bearer of burdens and a giver of hope. 
Church is a family. A family coming together, setting aside differences, forgetting past mistakes, 

rejoicing in the smallest of victories. 
Church, the body, and the circle of sinners-turned-saints, is where He resides, and if we ask, 

He is faithful to come. 
So even on the hard days at church – I’ll remember, He has never failed to meet me there, 

By Arianna Freelen 

SOLI DEO GLORIA! 
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Reminder: Since all services WILL RESUME WHEN THE 
Governor gives permission, please remember to send your 

monthly contributions to the church. Thanks for your 
continued support of St. Paul Lutheran Church 

ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES WILL RESUME WHEN THE GOVERNOR GIVES 
PERMISSION IN MAY DUE TO THE PANDEMIC 

Offering and Attendance 
 

Readings: 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain - This week remember in your prayers, Mike Marlowe,  Ron Richards, 
Wes Zwick, Brian Gresser, Bishop Paull Spring, Pam Farnsworth, Kathy Stolicny, Bob 
Snyder, Brent Montague, John Seng, Debbie Estes, Dan Levesseuer, Ally Clechanowski, 
Lynn Christenson, Larry Elliott, Tony Whatling, Arloene Howenstine, Diane Clugston, 
Susan Tiller, Linda Beachy, Pat Sundheimer, Loise Harris, Debbie Neorr, Jean Baker, Ret 
Kendrick, Chuck Slaybaugh, Lauren Seifert:  –Servicemen & Women-  Don Scholz, Rob 

Vitous, Camren Taylor,  Trent Garver, Andrea Gibson, Andy Jones, David Ward, Jordan Ritter, Adam Pohovey, 
William Robishaw, Paul Roley, Kyle Greiving 

 Evangelism Corner for May -    What about those other two men hanging on the 
crosses--the one on the right and the one on the left--of Jesus?  Have you ever 
stopped long enough to take a good look at them?  In your imagination have you tried 
to observe them closely, and in doing so, have you been impressed with the thought 

that you could have been one of them?  What do we really know about them?  They are referred to in the 
scriptures as "thieves", "robbers", "malefactors", and "criminals".  We are satisfied they were paying the 
penalty for their crimes.  

Date 4/5 4/12 4/19 4/26 
Offering  -  $15,180.00 $4,424.00 - 

Attendance - -  - 

5/3 5/10 5/17 5/24 5/31 
Fourth Sunday of 

Easter 
Fifth Sunday of 

Easter 
Sixth Sunday of 

Easter 
Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 
Eighth Sunday of 

Easter 
Acts 2:42-47 Acts 7:55-60 Acts 17:22-31 Acts 1:6-14 Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 23 Psalm 31:1-5,15-16 Psalm 66:8-20 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 Psalm 104:24-35 

1 Peter 2:19-25 1 Peter 2:2-10 1 Peter 3:13-22 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 1 Corinthians 12:3-13 

John 10:1-10 John 14:1-14 John 14:15-21 John 17:1-11 John 20:19-23 
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Have you wondered if there are not characteristics in both of these men that may be found in you?  The one 
in his agony cried out to Christ, "If you are the Christ, save yourself and us “He was saying, "Since you claim 
to be Christ why don't you now demonstrate your power?"  Is this not the attitude somewhat similar to those 
folks who, when they get into trouble and distress and see life slipping away, cry out, "If you are able why 
don't you help me?"  Those who assume this attitude are those who have never by faith known the Christ, 
and yet, they challenge Him to come to their rescue.  The other man on the cross rebuked his brother. "Do 
you not fear God since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly: for we are 
receiving due reward for our deeds--but this man has done nothing wrong."  Do not these two men represent 
two types?  The one, fearful of his punishment and trying to escape, but unrepentant of his sins and lacking 
faith in Christ, can do nothing but think of his own agony.  The other, with at least a spark of faith and 
apparently sorry for his misdeeds, cries out for mercy, 

     So, as we look at these two men hanging beside Christ, we tremble, for we could have been one of 
them.  As we contemplate this, we have a new appreciation for the meaning of this scene as we remember, 
"And he was numbered with the transgressors."  This is where we come into the picture as a 
transgressor.  And once again we see Him hanging there for us.  Because we believe this, we have the 
assurance that when we walk into the valley of the shadow of death, we shall have no fear, for He will be with 
each one of us.  This is the victory of faith. 

Happy Birthday:  

 Marlene Jones 5/4 Robert Snyder 5/18 
Kim Cunningham 5/7 Vivianne Eberly 5/23 
Steve Maurer 5/8 Larry Fortner 5/23 
Lynette McClay 5/8 Dana Maus 5/31 
Pastor Mike Pozzuto 5/9   
    

 
  Happy Anniversary:  

Larry & Virginia Smerglia 5/6 
Dave & Charlann Young 5/8 
Jim & Jen Ward 5/11 
Garry & Tenia Sears 5/19 
Dennis & Jennifer Smith 5/30 

 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR MAY 2020 
 

As our nation deals with this pandemic, I encourage you to pray for those who lead us in local, state and 
federal levels of government. 

It is also important to pray for those whose lives are most at risk for the coronavirus; namely medical 
personnel, first responders, the elderly and those with pre-existing conditions. 

We also mention in prayer this month all those who yearn to worship the Lord but are unable to do so in 
public settings.  
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Let us not forget all those individuals who are suffering financially from this pandemic. In times of economic 
hardship, we pray that these families will find support and strength to carry on their lives. 

 
Shut-ins: Please see a list of our shut-ins attached; I am sure they would enjoy 

hearing from you by visit or card.  Thank you. 
 

o Martha Eckhardt – 12515 Sherman Church Rd. NE – Bolivar, Oh 44612 
o Jean Baker – Inn at Northwood 5779 N. Wooster Ave. STE. 606 - 

Dover, Oh 44622 
o Arloene Howenstine – 541 La Dyne Ave. NW - P.O. Box 12   – Bolivar, Oh 44612 
o Bill Haueter – Hennis Care Ctr. – Bolivar, OH 44612 
o Bonnie Burkhart – Park Village Assisted Living. 56-H – 1525 N. Crater Ave. – Dover, OH  

Pat Sundheimer – Inn at Apple Ridge – 3308 Brecksville Rd.  Richfield, OH 44286 

 
Christian Book Club – Though we’ve not discussed “Carpe Deim Redeemed” by Os 
Guinness yet, we are proceeding with our next selection. 

 The next selection is “Joseph: A Story of Love, Hate, Slavery, Power, and Forgiveness,” 
by John Lennox.  We’re all familiar with the story of Joseph, but Lennox skillfully “brings 

forth new gems in this expert guide through Joseph’s dysfunctional family history.”  He emphasizes the 
themes noted in the title, but he brings it to us at a personal level.  This story is also appropriate for our 
current situation, as it invites “us into a deeper trust of God in the face of suffering and hardship,” something 
we can all apply to these times. 

 As it was just released, the price is $15, but if you cannot afford it, we can work out other 
arrangements.  With all the time we have on our hands, this would be a worthwhile book 
that would be enjoyable and instructive for all.  What else are you doing for the next 
month?   Contact Terry Tegtmeier or the church office for purchase.  

Youth News: Good Afternoon Youth, Parents, and Teachers!  Council has been discussing our current social 
distancing regulations and how it is impacting church gatherings.  As things stand right now, it is unlikely that we 
will be returning to church services within the next two or three weeks.  If we are able to return, those gatherings 
will look much different and many of our previous liberties, including Sunday School, will be altered / postponed 
until at least the fall.   

That being said, I wanted to get some feedback as to who might be interested in a virtual end of year Sunday 
School party?  The youth group has been meeting online via Zoom with our upcoming meeting using mystery 
boxes that are being picked up / delivered prior to meeting.   
 
The last day of Sunday School is scheduled for May 17th however that is also the weekend of our next Youth 
Group meeting so let me know your thoughts on moving the Sunday School party to the following Sunday, May 
24th?  That is Memorial Day weekend which would typically be an issue however I am not sure if it makes a 
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difference this year or not?  Or we could do a week night?  I am completely open to your suggestions and want 
to make it accessible to everyone.   
 
I would also like to do another mystery box for all participants so let me know if you are interested so that I can 
make sure I have enough supplies for everyone.  Again, if you would like to participate but are unable to pick up 
your box, please let me know and I will make sure that one gets to you!  Stay safe and healthy!  I miss you 
all!  Lisa  

 
GRADUATES 2020: Congratulations to our two 

graduates Lizzy Kienzle from Tusky Valley High School 
and Whitney Ward from Dover High School. 

May God bless them in their future endeavors. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Service online: Please see instruction to view the pastor’s message online –  
Once on the internet, go to YouTube & enter into the search bar: Pastor Mike StPaulBolivar 
It should bring up Pastor Mike’s message videos. We will make a weekly message on Saturdays  
and upload. Each are listed with date (or occasion) and you can look back at older copies.  

 

Property News: Last week the ceiling and walls in the narthex and fellowship hall were painted by Apex 
Painting Company at a cost of $3,288.00. 

Prayer: Beyond Our Fears: 

Ephesians 6:12 - 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

1 Peter 5:8 - 8Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 

John 10:10 - 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-6 - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and the God of all consolation, 4who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may 
be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we 
ourselves are consoled by God. 5For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so 
also our consolation is abundant through Christ. 6If we are being afflicted, it is for your 
consolation and salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your consolation, which you 
experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we are also suffering. 


