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MARCH NEWSLETTER 2021 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, NALC- 156 Poplar St. S.W.  Bolivar, Ohio 44612 
Pastor Mike Pozzuto - E Mail: stpaulbolivarpastor@gmail.com -PH: 330-874-4540 
                                                    From the Pastor… 

 
    FROM ASHES TO EASTER 

Our Lenten journey with Christ begins on Ash Wednesday when we acknowledge that we are dust and 
to dust we shall return. We admit that our mortality is linked to sinfulness that characterizes human 
nature. The journey, however, leads us to discover the saving power of God in the joy of Easter. Our 
guidelines for this journey are found in the ancient Scriptures. 

The Bible is sometimes misunderstood as a book of rules---a divine list of dos and don’ts. Admittedly, 
there are rules in the Bible. The Israelites were commanded to keep the rules and statutes of the Lord 
their God. They were to be a peculiar people. They were not to follow the rules and cultural mores of 
the nations and people around them. 

Yet it would be a great mistake to think of the bible as primarily a divine rulebook. The Bible is first and 
foremost a book about relationships, not rules. The unique thing about the biblical God is that He enters 
into covenant with a particular people in order to teach them to live in relationship with Him. Ultimately, 
God wants loving relationships, not rigid rule keepers. 

Jesus was not fastidious about keeping the biblical rules of the Law. He ate and drank with sinners and 
didn’t scrupulously observe the Sabbath. He rubbed shoulders with the unclean and drove the religious 
legalists crazy. It could even be said that Jesus was unbiblical—at least as concerned with the letter of 
the Law. Jesus probed the depths of the spirit of the Law. Mary knew this about her Son. She knew this 
because she lived in relationship with Him. She had mysteriously conceived Him in her womb, nursed 
Him as an infant, remembered Him how as a boy He amazed the religious leaders in the temple and 
watched Him grow in stature and wisdom. She knew Him and therefore said to the servants at the 
wedding in Cana: “Do whatever He tells you.” Jesus didn’t give new rules. He gave new wine.  

We Lutherans (as opposed to Martin Luther himself) have unfortunately forgotten Mary. In our concern 
that Mary is sometimes given too much devotion, we give her little or no devotion at all. She is Jesus’ 
Mother and she knew and loved Him deeply. Since we are Jesus’ brothers and sisters, then in some 
sense she is our mother too. Therefore, we need to listen to her motherly admonition, “Do whatever He 
tells you.” 

In closing, our journey through life will take us to many places and encounters with countless individuals. 
Let us pray that the Lenten journey from ashes to Easter will entail a commitment to follow the Lord as 
he speaks to us In Scripture and the ordinary experiences of life. 

 

SOLI DEO GLORIA! 
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 Readings 

 
 

 

 

 

Worship Ministers  
DATE TIME ASSISTANTS DATE TIME LECTORS 

      

3/7 10:30 A.M. Steve Maurer 3/7 10:30 A.M.  
      

3/14 10:30 A.M. Marcia Howenstine 3/14 10:30 A.M.  
      

3/21 10:30 A.M. Terry Tegtmeier 3/21 10:30 A.M.  
      

3/28 10:30 A.M Mark Cunningham  3/28 10:30 A.M.  
      

      

DATE TIME 
USHERS & 
GREETERS DATE TIME ACOLYTES 

3/7 10:30 A.M. Randy & Cheryl Simers 3/7 10:30 A.M.  
      

3/14 10:30 A.M. Kevin Kienzle 3/14 10:30 A.M.  
      

3/21 10:30 A.M. Dave & Linda Clugston 3/21 10:30 A.M.  
      
3/28 10:30 A.M. Dee Garrison 3/28 10:30 A.M.  
      

  
Altar Guild –  

Brenda Tegtmeier    

  Screen Monitor   Nursery 

3/7 10:30 A.M. Pam Ward 3/7 10:30 A.M.  
      

3/14 10:30 A.M. Dee Garrison 3/14 10:30 A.M.  
      

3/21 10:30 A.M. Doug Dix 3/21 10:30 A.M.  
      

3/28 10:30 A.M. Pam Ward 3/28 10:30 A.M.  
      

3/7 3/14 3/21 3/28 
Third Sunday of Lent Fourth Sunday of Lent Fifth Sunday of Lent Sixth Sunday of Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17 Numbers 21:4-9 Jeremiah 31:31-34 Isaiah 50:4-9 

Psalm 19 Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 Psalm 51:1-12 Psalm31:9-16 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Ephesians 2:1-10 Hebrews 5:5-10 Philippians 2:5-11 

John 2:13-22 John 3:14-21 John 12:20-33 Mark 14:1-15:47 
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Prayer Chain - This week remember in your prayers: James Kilroy, Christine Frank, 
Richard Crist, Gary Smerglia, Robert Kuntzman, John Ward, Betty Harper, Erica 
Fisher,  Carol Schlagenhauser, Amy Sehaechterle, Bob Snyder, Debbie Estes, Ally 
Clechanowski, Lynn Christenson, Tony Whatling, Arloene Howenstine, Pat 

Sundheimer, Loise Harris, Ret Kendrick, Lauren Seifert -  Servicemen & Women- Abraham Marlowe, 
Kyle Grieving,  Cearra Taylor, Don Scholz, Rob Vitous, Camren Taylor, Scott Fout, Trent Garver, Andrea 
Gibson, Andy Jones, David Ward, Jordan Ritter, Adam Pohovey, William Robishaw. 

Last month, we defined the word evangelism (sharing the “Good News”) and gave a 
brief biblical background why this is the responsibility of every Christian, not just the 
pastor, etc.  But isn’t it true that we all have different “gifts” that God has given us?  So, 
if mine doesn’t happen to be evangelism, can’t I just forget about it? 

 While it is true that we’re all unique, with various abilities and gifts, there are parts of our 
Christian faith that are common to everyone.  For example, our belief in Christ is one example that is 
a requirement of all Christians, even though some might have a stronger belief than others.  Love, 
such as loving your neighbor as yourself, would seem to be another, again realizing that we all 
possess different degrees in our ability to love others. 

 From a practical standpoint, one reason this applies is because we all interact with different 
people – different neighbors, workers, friends, family members, etc.  Do you realize that you might 
be the only Christian with whom a particular non-believer has contact!   

 I would submit that evangelism is also an example of something that should be a part of all 
Christian lives, realizing that some may be more gifted than others in that ability.  Yet evangelism is 
part of loving our neighbors… “sharing that crumb of bread with other beggars.” 

  Let us all pray that God would help each of us be used to spread the Gospel to whomever we 
might meet who needs to hear the Gospel message. 

 

Christian Book Club –   Our next book is “Confronting Christianity” by Rebecca 
McLaughlin.  The subtitle is “12 Questions for the World’s Largest Religion.”   She 
discusses 12 of the most usual critiques and criticisms which we often hear about 
Christianity. This text is helpful to support the faith of believers, as well as an 
excellent volume to be read by “seekers” and those who have honest questions 

about the Christian faith as it is fairly new, the cost is $14 apiece, with a 50% off deal for anyone 25 
years and younger!  Contact Terry Tegtmeier for a copy. The book club will meet on Tuesday, March 
23, at 7:00 p.m. 

Shut-ins: Please see a list of our shut-ins attached; I am sure they would enjoy hearing from you 
by visit or card.  Thank you. 

Arloene Howenstine – 541 La Dyne Ave. NW - P.O. Box 12   – Bolivar, Oh 44612 
Bonnie Burkhart – Park Village Assisted Living. – 1525 N. Crater Ave. – Dover, OH 44622 
Pat Sundheimer – Inn at Apple Ridge – 3308 Brecksville Rd.  Richfield, OH 44286 
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Happy 
Birthday
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anniversaries 
 
 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR MARCH 2021-  
How to Observe Lent in a Different Way This Year 

 

One of the features of my childhood was a cardboard box on our kitchen table during the Lenten 
season, to collect all of the loose change in the household. On Good Friday, we took it to church 
and donated it to a “self-denial” fund that benefited missions. Others in my school and 
neighborhood fasted or abstained from red meat on Fridays during Lent or gave up sweets or 
television.         

Those are fairly common practices, as they help followers of Jesus to observe a season of 
reflection and repentance for the 40 days leading up to Good Friday and Easter. But this year? 
Sure, reflection and repentance are always a good idea, but many of us have sacrificed more than 
usual since last Easter. We’ve laid aside plans, trips, family gatherings and more. 

So maybe this year, we can observe Lent in a different—but still meaningful and helpful—way. 
Maybe this year, instead of giving up something for Lent, we can flip the focus of our prayers and 
spiritual practices and appreciate what we might gain during this season. Such as what? you ask. 
Here are four possibilities: 

1)  Steep Yourself in Quiet 

Do you feel as though you’re surrounded by turmoil and assaulted with bad news? Lent can be a 
season of turning off the tumult and finding ways to meditate on and experience the shepherd’s 
Psalm:  

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
He leads me beside quiet waters, 
He refreshes my soul (Psalm 23:1-2, NIV) 

So, turn off the newscast. Skip listening to the radio in the car. Maybe sit in a park or city church 
at midday and listen…to the quiet.  

2)  Look for a Fresh Perspective 

Whitney Ward 3/1 Madelyn Reeves 3/15 

Vaughn Sears 3/2 Water Tidenberg 3/16 
Joe Pozzuto 3/3 Jim Howell 3/19 

Rick Simmons  3/4 Gabriel Woods 3/22 

Lizzie Kienzle 3/5 Gary Pohovey 3/23 

John Kienzle 3/6 Jen Ward 3/24 
Brenda Tegtmeier 3/8 Meghan Woods 3/24 
Skip Steward 
 

3/11 Joe Cline 3/28 

  Jack Sanders 3/31 

Pastor Mike & Kathy Pozzuto 3/31 
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Remember Elijah after his showdown with the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18)? He was exhausted. 
He felt isolated, alone, the last sane voice in the entire nation. But he wasn’t. God spoke and 
informed Elijah that there were still thousands of faithful souls who could be counted alongside 
him (see 1 Kings 19:18). This man of God gained a new outlook.  

A change in routine—even an unwelcome disruption—can provide a fresh perspective, if we talk 
it through with God. He will often (as He did Elijah) restore us and point us in a new direction, if 
we’re listening. So, don’t just spend these days leading up to Easter waiting and wailing. Keep 
asking, seeking and knocking (see Matthew 7:7). As you pray, look for God to give you a fresh 
point of view. 

3)  Pursue Some Peace 

The prophet Isaiah prayed, “You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in You, all whose 
thoughts are fixed on You!” (Isaiah 26:3, NLT). What would happen if you made that your daily 
prayer during Lent? If you fixed your thoughts on God, could you let go of a longstanding 
grudge? With His help, could you forgive a long-ago hurt? Could you trust Him enough and make 
that long-overdue phone call?  

When Jesus wept over Jerusalem, He said, “If you had only known today what would bring you 
peace!” (Luke 19:42, GWT). Do you know what will bring you peace? Why not make the choices 
that would bring you inner calm this Lenten season? 

4)  Don’t Give Up on Healing 

Could Lent be a time of healing for you? Would it be a physical healing? A financial 
breakthrough? A fractured relationship mended?  

Sure, it may be a sacrifice to give up salt or red meat during Lent, but wouldn’t that improve your 
cholesterol? You may find it hard to pray for a neighbor who irritates you, but what if it lowered 
your blood pressure? You might have given up praying for an outcome, but then you’d surely 
miss the one prayer that might lead to healing. 

When Jesus asked the man at the Pool of Bethesda, “Do you want to get well?” the man replied, 
“I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, 
someone else goes down ahead of me" (John 5:7, NIV). He felt friendless and frustrated. And 
that had been going on for years. But on this particular day, Jesus met him and said, “Get up! 
Pick up your mat and walk” (John 5:8, NIV). And the man picked up his mat and walked.  

Have you stopped praying and hoping? Why not take prayerful healing steps this Lenten season 
to change that? 

Maybe this year, however else you might observe Lent, try shifting your focus and looking for 
what you might gain. 
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Youth News: UPCOMING YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES D/T Covid, many of our 
favorite youth outings and service projects have been limited so please let me know 
of any upcoming activities that you might be interested in! Please know, if you ever 
need help with transportation PLEASE reach out!  We have many drivers and 
someone will help get you where you need to be! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR 1ST QUARTER BIRTHDAYS!!!! 

January 13th - Izaak Matthews - January 21st - Trey Parker - February 25th - Carson Majors 

March 2nd - Logan Hornberger - March 7th - Estelle Beitzel - March 22nd - Gabriel Woods 

March 28th   12:00 - 3:00 - YOUTH SWIM - TADPOLES - FROGS - GROGS 

All youth and chaperones are invited to meet in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the church 
service for lunch and an outing to Towpath Trail YMCA - 1226 Market St NE, Navarre, OH 44662 

for an afternoon of fellowship and swimming!  RSVP to Lisa or sign up on the Youth Activities Board. 

Lisa Keane, Youth Coordinator - jkeane89951@roadrunner.com - (330)224-1864 call / text  
 
Mission Trip Update: Youth Works has notified us that Navajo Nation in Arizona has decided not 
to participate in summer mission trips due to the pandemic.  An alternate site has been selected. 
The group will go to Alamosa, Colorado.  
 

Lenten Schedule: Once again, the local churches will offer services each 
Wednesday during the season of Lent at various locations each week. The 
schedule will be as follows: 

March 3----------Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Zoar 

March 10---------- St. Paul Lutheran Church in Bolivar 

March 17--------- Bolivar United Methodist Church  

March 24------------ St. John United Church of Christ in Bolivar 

March 31------------Bolivar Community Church 
Each service will begin at 11:30 am. This year there will be no lunches served afterward due to 
COVID-19. Every church will practice social distancing and wearing masks. 

 
Council News: Youth Co-Ordinator Position: After the summer mission trip, Lisa 
Keane intends to resign her position as Youth Co-ordinator.  We thank her for the 
years of service she has provided. As a result, the church is looking to fill the 
position by August 1, if possible. Anyone interested in this opportunity should 
contact Lisa or the church office. 

Reminder – Easter is April 4 this year – Next week I will get the list of spring flower choices and 
cost from Baker’s Florist!  Order form and cost will be included in next week’s bulletin. 
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Month of March 2021 

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 
 3/1 3/2 3/3 3/4 3/5 3/6 
 Yoga Class 

9-10 a.m. 
 Men’s meeting 
7:00p.m. 

Lenten Service 11:30 
a.m. – Holy Trinity 
Church   Lenten 
Series -6:30 p.m. 

Worship 
Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

  

3/7 3/8 3/9 3/10 3/11 3/12 3/13 
Worship & 

Communion 10:30 
a.m. Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.  

Yoga Class 
9-10 a.m. 

 
Lions Club 

6:30p.m. 

 Lenten Service 11:30 
a.m. St. Paul Lutheran 

Lenten Series -6:30 
p.m. 

  Property 9:00 
a.m. 

3/14 3/15 3/16 3/17 3/18 3/19 3/20 
Worship & 
Communion 10:30 
a.m. Sunday School 
9:15 a.m.  

Yoga Class 9-10 
a.m. 
Council 7:00 p.m. 

Men’s meeting 
7:00p.m. 

Lenten Service 11:30 
a.m. Bolivar United 

Methodist  
Lenten Series -6:30 

p.m. 
St. Patrick’s Day 

   

3/21 3/22 3/23 3/24 3/25 3/26 3/27 
Worship & 

Communion 10:30 
a.m. Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.  
Maria App – bridal 

shower 

Yoga Class 
9-10 a.m. 
Lions Club 6:30 
p.m. 

Book Club 7:00 
p.m. 

Lenten Service 11:30 
a.m. – United Church 

of Christ  
Lenten Series -6:30 

p.m. 

Homeless 
Shelter 
Meal 

  

3/28 3/29 3/30 3/31    

Worship & 
Communion 10:30 
a.m. Sunday School 
9:15 a.m.  

Yoga Class 
9-10 a.m. 
 

 Lenten Service 11:30 
a.m. Bolivar 

Community Church. 
Lenten Series 6:30 

p.m. 

   


