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Newsletter 2020      
St. Paul Lutheran Church, NALC- 156 Poplar St. S.W.  Bolivar, Ohio 44612  
 Pastor Mike Pozzuto - E Mail: stpaulbolivarpastor@gmail.com -PH: 330-874-4540 
                            From the Pastor… 330-806-3571  

 
I DREAMED I HAD AN INTERVIEW WITH GOD 

I dreamed I had an interview with God. “Come in, God said. “So you would like to interview 
Me?” “If you have the time,” I said. God smiled and said: “My time is eternity and is enough 
to do everything. What questions do you have in mind to ask me?”  

“What surprises you most about mankind?” God answered: “That they get bored of being 
children, are in a rush to grow up and then long to be children again. That they lose their 
health to make money and lost their money to restore their health. That by thinking anxiously 
about the future, they forget the present, such that they live neither for the present nor the 
future. That they live as if they will never die and they die as if they had never lived.” 

God’s hand took mine and we were silent for a while and then I asked, “As a parent what are 
some of life’s lessons you want your children to learn?” God replied with a smile, “To learn 
that they cannot make anyone love them. What they can do is to let themselves be loved. To 
learn that what is most valuable is not what they have in their lives, but who they have in their 
lives. To learn that it is not good to compare themselves to others. All will be judged 
individually on their own merits.” 

God continued by saying that, “To learn that a rich person is not the one who has the most, 
but the one who needs the least. To learn that it only takes a few seconds to open wounds 
in persons they love, and that it takes many years to heal them. To learn to forgive by 
practicing forgiveness. To learn that there are persons that love them dearly, but simply do 
not know how to express or show their feelings. To learn that money can buy everything but 
happiness. To learn that two people can look at the same thing and see it totally differently. 
To learn that a true friend is someone who knows everything about them and likes them 
anyway. To learn that it is not always enough that they be forgiven by others but that they 
have to forgive themselves. 

I sat for a while enjoying the moment. I thanked Him for His time and for all that He has done 
for me and my family. He replied, “Anytime. I’m here 24 hours a day. All you have to do is 
ask for me, and I will answer.” 

People will forget what you said. People will forget what you did. People will never forget how 
you made them feel. 

 

SOLI DEO GLORIA 
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Back together again! 

Beginning May 31, Pentecost Sunday we will be worshiping again as a 
congregation. St Paul will be on the summer schedule - service will begin 
at 9:30 a.m.  Communion will be given at the last Sunday of the month until 
further notice. Updates will be communicated each week in the bulletin.  

We will not be using acolytes or lectors for the time being.  The collection plate will not be passed. Donations 
can be placed in a location at the back of the church. 

 Wearing masks is strongly recommended but is not mandatory. 
 Appropriate social distancing will be practiced at all times. 

 
Offering and Attendance 

 

Readings: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain - This week remember in your prayers, Ron Richards, Wes Zwick, Brian 
Gresser,  Pam Farnsworth, Kathy Stolicny, Bob Snyder, Brent Montague, John Seng, 
Debbie Estes, Dan Levesseuer, Ally Clechanowski, Lynn Christenson, Tony Whatling, 
Arloene Howenstine, Diane Clugston, Susan Tiller, Linda Beachy, Pat Sundheimer, Loise 
Harris, Debbie Neorr, Jean Baker, Ret Kendrick, Chuck Slaybaugh, Lauren Seifert:  –
Servicemen & Women-  Don Scholz, Rob Vitous, Camren Taylor,  Trent Garver, Andrea 

Gibson, Andy Jones, David Ward, Jordan Ritter, Adam Pohovey, William Robishaw, Paul Roley, Kyle Greiving 

 Evangelism Corner for June -   A philosopher once said, "Two things fill me with 
a sense of awe---the starry heavens and man's sense of personal 
responsibility."  The latter part of that statement has at times haunted me and once 

Date 5/4 5/11 5/18 5/25 
Offering  -  $2,690.50 $4,445.00 - 

Attendance - -  - 

6/7 6/14 6/21 6/28 
First Sunday After 

Pentecost 
Time After Pentecost 

Sunday 
Time After Pentecost 

Sunday 
Time After Pentecost 

Sunday 
Genesis 1:1--2:4 Exodus 19:2-8 Jeremiah 20:7-10 Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Psalm 8 Psalm 100 Psalm 69:7-10,16-18 Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

2 Corinthians 13:11-
13 

Romans 5:1-8 Romans 6:1-11 Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 28:16-20 Matthew 9:35—10:8 Matthew 10:24-39 Matthew 10:40- 42 
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in a while caused me to fear that I might fail to discover what God wants me to do.  I am convinced none of us 
is here by accident.  I am sure God made us for a purpose, and that we only find real and enduring happiness 
as we attempt to discover His purpose for us, and then have the courage to live it. 

    Jesus came not only to redeem us but also to show us how to live so that our lives may be fruitful.  On one 
occasion He said, "I am come so they might have life, and that they might have it abundantly."  Since this is 
true, there are but two reasons why so many are not enjoying this abundant life.  First, too few try to discover 
what God really wants them to do.  Second, too few who do discover God's plan for their lives have the courage 
to live in that way. 

    How do we discover what God wants us to do?  Possibly by listening to Him speak.  Sure the Holy Spirit 
does prompt us if we have time for meditation---just sitting silently and listening.  Often we catch the words of 
the minister or Sunday school teacher, and God is trying to reach us through them.  Other times God places a 
neighbor's need in our pathway.  We either stop and try to do something about it or we pass by on the other 
side.  Remember Jesus said, “He that loses his life for my sake shall find it."  So, no one really lives until he 
lives for others.  

    The marvel of it is this---that even before we were born God had a plan for our lives.  When we fail to fulfill 
God's purpose we soon wither spiritually:  our lives become useless as far as God's plan is concerned.  We 
bear no fruit and, as Jesus in a certain parable pointed out--a fruitless tree is useless. Our religion must be 
more than a beautiful shade tree under whose leaves we comfortably sit.  It must be a fruit-bearing 
tree.  Therefore, the answer to abundant living is a right relationship with God.      "Take my life and let it be, 
Consecrated Lord, in Thee.  

=================================================================================== 

Happy Birthday:  

Janet Phillips 6/2 Jim Matthews 6/2 
Faye Gregory 6/6 Bill Haueter 6/1 
Judy App 6/8 Austin Ward 6/26 
Dorothy Garan 6/9 Chloe Ritter 6/29 
Lauren Seifert 6/12   
    

 
  Happy Anniversary:  

Ron & Carol Richards 6/4 
Jim & Terri Howell 6/14 
Jerry & Carol Hoskinson 6/17 
Gary & Kim Pohovey 6/17 
Andrew & Karrisa Reeves 6/19 
Ted & Marcia Howenstine 6/24 
Eric & Denise Garver 6/25 

 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR JUNE 2020 
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A Prescription for Spiritual Health 

In the past few weeks, we have seen some extraordinary measures taken for the sake of our 
physical health. But let us not forget that our spiritual health is even more important. The body 
is temporary, but the soul is forever. Therefore, Jesus said, "Fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell.” We would do well to focus on the condition of our souls. 

Pray that God would make his people do what they must do to remain spiritually healthy, even 
when they cannot be together. They may read their Bibles, listen to sermons online, and pray. 
Paul and Silas even sang hymns in prison! Let this be remembered especially on Sundays. 

Pray that those who are fearful will not be worn down more and more with anxiety, to their 
own hurt, but will instead learn to rest in God and become stronger in faith. 

Pray that those who provide ministry online will be empowered by the Holy Spirit to do their 
best. It is not easy to minister to people unseen. May God give extra grace to our virtual 
ministers. 

Finally, we must ask God to show every one of us how to help others along the path to spiritual 
wellness. "It is more blessed to give than to receive." What we do for the well-being of others 
is more important than what we can do for ourselves. 

========================================= 

 
Shut-ins: Please see a list of our shut-ins attached; I am sure they would 

enjoy hearing from you by visit or card.  Thank you. 
 

o Martha Eckhardt – 12515 Sherman Church Rd. NE – Bolivar, Oh 
44612 

o Jean Baker – Inn at Northwood 5779 N. Wooster Ave. STE. 606 - Dover, Oh 44622 
o Arloene Howenstine – 541 La Dyne Ave. NW - P.O. Box 12   – Bolivar, Oh 44612 
o Bill Haueter – Hennis Care Ctr. – Bolivar, OH 44612 
o Bonnie Burkhart – Park Village Assisted Living. 56-H – 1525 N. Crater Ave. – Dover, OH  

Pat Sundheimer – Inn at Apple Ridge – 3308 Brecksville Rd.  Richfield, OH 44286 

 
June Christian Book Club –  As you might expect, the pandemic has played havoc with 
our Book Club meetings.  We currently have two books to discuss, “Carpe Deim Redeemed” by 
Os Guinness and “Joseph” by John Lennox.  I’d prefer to do them individually, as Carpe Deim 
Redeemed will easily take up one evening.  Options are to discuss one in June and the other 
in July to put us back on track, or to wait until July and start with Carpe Deim Redeemed then.  

I’ll try to sample most of people interested and make a decision in the next week or two.  Keep a look out for that 
decision. 
 For those who have not ordered or read Carpe Deim Redeemed, I would put in another suggestion to consider 
reading this book.  With the crisis around us continuing, I believe this book is extremely timely and helpful.  So in 
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the midst of our problems, how do we make the most of life and the time we have?  An optimistic book, Os 
Guinness calls us to live rightly, discern the times, and redeem the day.  I would ask you for your prayerful 
consideration and if interested, contact Terry Tegtmeier for a copy of either book.      
  

FREE OFFER for Each Family! 
 John Lennox has just written a small booklet/pamphlet entitled “Where is God in a Coronavirus World?” .  It’s 
only 62 pages, and a fairly easy read.  It does not cover the entire question of the problem of evil and is not an 
intensive theological investigation.  Focusing primarily on the problem of natural disasters, it deals with how the 
Christian worldview makes sense and the hope it provides.  It also helps you winsomely engage friends, family, 
neighbors and others who may be wrestling with this same question.  As soon as the book arrives (possibly by this 
Sunday), a FREE book will be available for every church family (not every member!).  Presumably it will be either 
in the back of church on Sundays, or in the office on other days.  Help yourself, and take a few minutes to explore 
and cope with this question.   Contact Terry Tegtmeier or the church office for purchase. We will meet on July 
28 for discussion. 

 

Youth News: Lisa Keane has had two meetings with the youth staff to discuss the decision 
for VBS. They are tentatively planning on having Bible School the five Sundays in August. 
The children will meet after the adult church service in the fellowship hall for lunch and class. 
As always, things are subject to change as we work through the pandemic. 

 

 

St. Paul Men’s Group: The Men’s Group will meet in Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m. We’ll space out the 
chairs over several tables, and omit any refreshments. Carl Gregory will a video and some materials for 
discussion. If you are interested in attending please contact Carl at  gregory1984@aol.com  

 

Thank You: We would like to thank Skip & Jean Steward for their 
service as custodians for the church. We appreciate all their work and 
effort to maintain our church.  They will be retiring from that position 
effective May 31.  Mark & Kim Cunningham will be the new custodians 
effective June 1.  
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Month of June 2020  
 

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

 6/1 6/2 6/3 6/4 6/5 6/6 
 Yoga 9-10 a.m. Men’s Group 

7:00 p.m. 
Fellowship 

Hall 

 Worship 
Meeting 6:30 

p.m. 

  

6/7 6/8 6/9 6/10 6/11 6/12 6/13 
Worship 9:30 a.m. Yoga 9-10 a.m. 

 
 

    Property 
Meeting 9:00 
a.m. 

6/14 6/15 6/16 6/17 6/18 6/19 6/20 
Worship 9:30 a.m. 

 

Yoga 9-10 a.m. 
 
Council 7:00 p.m.  

    

 

6/21 6/22 6/23 6/24 6/25 6/26 6/27 

Worship 9:30 a.m. 

 
Father’s Day 

Yoga 9-10 a.m.      

6/28 6/29 6/30     
Worship & 
Communion 9:30 
a.m. 

Yoga 9-10 a.m. 
 
 

     


