AUGUST NEWSLETTER 2022
St. Paul Lutheran Church, NALC- 156 Poplar St. S.W. Bolivar, Ohio 44612
Pastor Mike Pozzuto - E Mail: stpaulbolivarpastor@gmail.com -PH: 330-874-4540
From the Pastor…

INVITATION TO AN EXAMINED LIFE
We are said to be entering the most irreligious era in human history, when seriousness about faith and
meaning is irrelevant to more people than ever. Compared with most people in previous times, many in
today’s generation are not only disinterested but unschooled in knowing how to search for the meaning
of life.
Carl Gustav Jung used to say that the ultimate question in human life is whether or not we are related
to the infinite. The truth is that the urgent need of our times is a fresh seriousness about human existence
and a renewal of openness to ultimate questions. The gap between reality of a human being and the
ideal of being human is now alarmingly wide. We have too much to live with and too little to live for.
Due to the fact that so much in life is routine or at least perceived to be so, many people just take life
for granted. Admittedly, this is the path that is easy to follow but offers the least amount of satisfaction
or fulfillment in life.
The truth is that we humans are meaning mongers. Meaning is as native to us as the air we breathe and
the earth we walk. Meaningless is unacceptable, even insufferable to us. We are naturally curious about
many things. If that were not the case, we would be cave dwellers today.
The major obstacle to living an examined life comes from what Blaise Pascal, the seventeenth century
mathematician, called diversion. We modern people are not only surrounded by diversions, we are
mesmerized by them, and rarely lift our minds to think beyond them.
The examined life and our human quest to figure things out is a search, a pilgrimage, a journey toward
meaning, a quest that is unavoidable if we want to make the most of the journey of life itself. The journey
is the most nearly universal picture of our human lives on planet Earth, and what it means for us to make
the most of the world and the times in which we happen to live.
In closing, I want to encourage all of you that the journey of faith is worth the time and effort involved in
the pursuit of meaning to our existence. Our pilgrimage is focused upon the relationship we have with
an eternal God through Jesus, the Word of God made flesh. This bond we have with the Lord is
nourished and strengthened daily with prayer and frequent worship with our fellow sojourner in faith.
SOLI DEO GLORIA!
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August 2022 Worship Ministers
DATE

TIME

ASSISTANTS

DATE

TIME

LECTORS

8/7

9:30 a.m.

Marcia Howenstine

8/7

9:30 a.m.

Marcia Howenstine

8/14

9:30 a.m.

Kim Pohovey

8/14

9:30 a.m.

Kim Pohovey

8/21

9:30 a.m.

Steve Maurer

8/21

9:30 a.m.

Steve Maurer

8/28

9:30 a.m.

Richard Dudash

8/28

9:30 a.m.

Richard Dudash

DATE

TIME

USHERS & GREETERS

DATE TIME

8/7

9:30 a.m.

Kevin Kienzle

8/7

9:30 a.m.

ACOLYTES
None
None

8/14

9:30 a.m.

Jerry & Carol Hoskinson

8/14

9:30 a.m.

None
None

8/21

9:30 a.m.

Dee Garrison

8/21

9:30 a.m.

None

9:30 a.m.

None
None

8/28

9:30 a.m.

Dave & Linda Clugston

8/28

Altar Guild
Marcia Howenstine

Community Meal
Kathy Pozzuto

Screen Monitor

Fellowship
Tom Huggins
Nursery

8/7

9:30 a.m.

Ted Howenstine

8/7

9:30 a.m.

8/14

9:30 a.m.

Doug Dix

8/14

9:30 a.m.

8/21

9:30 a.m.

Jerry Hoskinson

8/21

9:30 a.m.

8/28

9:30 a.m.

Dee Garrison

8/28

9:30 a.m.

None
None
None
None
None
None
None

REA
Readings
Nineth Sunday after Pentecost- Genesis 15:1–6 - Psalm - 33:12-22- Hebrews 11:1-16- Luke 12:2234, 35-40
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - Jeremiah 23:16-29 - Psalm 119:81-88 - Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3 Luke 12:49-53, 54-56
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - Isaiah 66:18-23 - Psalm 50:1-15 - Hebrews 12:4-24 (25-29) - Luke
13:22-30
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - Proverbs 25:2-10 - Psalm 131:1-3 - Hebrews 13:1-17 - Luke 14:1-14
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Prayer Chain - This week remember in your prayers: – Claire Steward, Martha
Blanchard, Jocelyn Ely, Mike Pilat, Don Anderson, Jim Dougan, Bruce Widder, Mike
Brandt, Sydney Robertson, Michael Mayle, Marilyn Shaw, Gene Harris, Julie Dean,
Weston Cooper, Kayla Wilcox, Dominic Manuel, Joanne Simers, Katie Reikowsky,
Jessica Ditous, Rachele West, Hannah Dragomir, Bob Leffler, Dale Huff, Becky Fabianich, Kelly Moore,
Terry Manning, Devlin Crist, Gary Smerglia, Carol Schlagenhauser, Lyn Christenson, Tony & Ann
Whatling, Louise Harris, Lauren Seifert, Servicemen & Women- Seth Hershberger, Abraham Marlowe,
Kyle Grieving, Cearra Taylor, Don Scholz, Rob Vitous, Camren Taylor, Trent Garver, Andrea Gibson, Andy
Jones, David Ward, Jordan Ritter, Adam Pohovey, William Robishaw

Shut-ins: Please see a list of our shut-ins below; they would enjoy hearing from you by visit or card.
Bonnie Burkhart – Park Village Assisted Living. – 1525 N. Crater Ave. Room 56H– Dover, OH 44622
Terry Manning – The Gables of Canton – 3660 Greentree Ave SW – Room 414 Canton OH 44706

Charlann Young

8/4

Cheryl Simers

8/8

Jordan Ritter

8/10

Jim Davis

8/13

Dave Clugston

8/16

Marianne
Lautenschleger
Bonnie Burkhart

8/21

Douglas Dix

8/25

Tenia Sears

8/29

Jim & Holly Matthews

8/9

Randy & Cheryl Simers

8/14

Chris & Laura Eberly

8/21

Doug & Peggy Dix

8/28

8/18

_________________________________________________________________
We had a very engaging discussion (and brief video) concerning the book “Rewired” by
Dr. Ajay Seth. Being a true story that occurred only a few miles north of us heightened
the interest we all shared. Interesting comments were shared by almost everyone.
After having discussions with several members, as well as hearing the most recent
sermon by Pastor Mike, we will be reading about that very topic of “miracles.” J. P. Moreland has written
“A Simple Guide to Experience Miracles: Instruction and Inspiration for Living Supernaturally in Christ.”
We plan on discussing this book at the end of September. It’s a big topic, but most of us still have things
to learn. Lee Strobel describes it as “powerful, provocative, persuasive, and practical.” It’s hard to
improve on that description. Contact Terry Tegtmeier if you’d like a copy, with cost of $12 apiece.
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ALL – YOU – CAN – EAT - COUNTRY BREAKFAST
St. John United Church of Christ - 409 Park Avenue, Bolivar
Saturday August 6, 2022 - 8-11:00 a.m.
Breakfast will consist of: Scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, breakfast bakes, frits, fruit,
sweets, biscuits and sausage gravy, pancakes, juice and coffee. Cost: $9.00 ages 11 and
up - $4.00 ages 6-10 - Under 6 - Free

Council News: St. Paul started Live Streaming of our worship services each Sunday on the internet.

The acoustical tiles will be installed to the ceiling tiles in fellowship hall. The electrical panel will
also be replaced in the Sanctuary due to a faulty breaker. Cost was $2,120.00
Fellowship: We will be having fellowship after the service on
August 2. Tom Huggins will be in charge.

St Paul Lutheran Church has a wonderful asset available that more members could
utilize.

ONE – CALL – NOW

Please use the One-Call-Now program. This is one way that we can become more united
in our care for, knowledge of and Christian loving of our church family. Whether it is an
illness, a hospitalization, an upcoming hospital procedure, a death or any need for prayer
or a praise for a successful achievement or a positive result, please let the members
know so that we can pray or praise, whichever is appropriate.
It makes me sad when someone in our Church has been ill and I haven’t known about it
and thus been able to pray for them.

In order to request a prayer or praise, you may contact the Church office
directly at 330-874-4540 or contact Richard Dudash at 740-269-2610 or Rick
Simmons at 330-874-3222.
Ephesians 6:18
. . . Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests
. . . always keep on praying for all the saints.
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Prayer Focus for August 2022
With all the focus, understandably, on Ukraine, the country of Afghanistan has been forgotten.
However, now that the Taliban is in total control, unmarried women
and girls and countless Christians and religious minorities are literally in grave danger.
The Christians in that country are being brutalized, abused or murdered because of
their faith.
According to a leading human rights organization, Afghanistan has now been
rated as the worst, most dangerous place for Christians in all the world.
Pray fervently this month for our sisters and brothers in Christ who are in Afghanistan.
Pray for their safety.
Pray that they can stay strong in their faith, inspired by hope in our
Lord, Jesus Christ.
Pray the U N Human Rights Council will make immediate intervention
on their behalf.
Matthew 25:40 says “whatever you did for the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for Me.”
This one thing we can do is pray.

Youth News; The St. Paul Youth will once again be collecting items for Samaritan’s
Purse Operation Christmas Child. Our goal is to fill 150 boxes this year. In order to
fulfill this goal, we will be collecting specific categories of items each month from March
to October. Dollar General and Dollar Tree have a great selection of these items at
reasonable prices. A labeled box will be in the Narthex for donations. Monetary
donations may be placed in an envelope labeled “Operation Christmas Child” in the offering plate. If
you have any questions, please contact Ashley Beitzel at 330-401-9805. As a reminder to all, these
items are prohibited: candy, toothpaste, gum, used or damaged items, scary or war-related
items, food of any kind, drink mixes, liquids, lotions, medications, vitamins, breakable items,
and aerosol cans. In July and August, we will be collecting school supplies -

specifically pencils, pencil sharpeners, crayons, stickers, and notebooks.
–
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August 2022
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

8/1

8/2

8/3

Yoga Class 9-10
a.m.

Men & Women’s
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

THUR

FRI

SAT

8/4

8/5

8/6

Worship
Meeting 6:30
p.m.

Fellowship Committee
Meeting 1:00 p.m.

8/7

8/8

Worship & Communion
9:30 a.m.

Yoga Class 9-10
a.m.

8/9

8/10

8/14

8/15

8/16

Yoga Class 9-10
a.m.
Council 7:00 p.m.

Men & Women’s
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

8/21

8/22

8/23

8/24

Worship & Communion
9:30 p.m.
Fellowship After
Service

Yoga Class 9-10
a.m.

8/30

8/31
Homeless
Shelter
Meal

8/28

8/29
Yoga Class 9-10
a.m.

8/12
VBS Family Night –
Snacks and Pool
Party from 5-7 pm

Worship & Communion
9:30 a.m.

Worship & Communion
9:30 p.m. – Party at
Larry & Ginny Smerglia
2:00 pm

8/11

8/17

8/18

8/13
Property
9:00 a.m.

8/19

8/20

8/26

8/27

Community
Meal 11:301 00 p.m.

8/25

Monthly To Date Giving
July 2021 $17,055.00 Includes 4 Services
July 2022 $ 9,303.51 - Includes 8 Services (As of 7/24/22)
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