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St. Paul Lutheran Church, NALC- 156 Poplar St. S.W.  Bolivar, Ohio 44612  
 Pastor Mike Pozzuto - E Mail: stpaulbolivarpastor@gmail.com -PH: 330-874-4540 
                            From the Pastor… 330-806-3571  

 

 

MORE QUESTIONS THAN ANSWERS 

With the advent of the coronavirus pandemic in recent weeks, we are now living in unchartered 
waters so to speak. The virus has caused thousands of deaths around the world and threatens 
the lives of millions of people. The medical community has not yet found a vaccine and so we are 
looking for answers and finding very little to go on in this uncertain period of human history.  

Looking at life from the perspective of faith gives all of us the opportunity to discover once again 
the root of our belief in God. At the center of our faith is a trust in God, who does not give us all 
the answers. Instead, this God invites us to trust in His sovereign and almighty power to overcome 
all that threatens our spiritual well-being.  

God has created us with an intrinsic sense of curiosity. Without that wonderous gift we would still 
be living in caves. We are naturally inclined to be inquisitive, however, there are elements of life 
that elude our desire to know them. The aspect of mystery is also intertwined in many of the 
questions that we ask ourselves.  

As a faith community, we rely upon the Word of God as well as the collective wisdom of others 
to discern and understand the mysteries of life that we encounter. In our present time we are 
facing an enemy that is invisible, insidious and highly lethal. This is an occasion for all of us to 
seek the power of God and rely upon His divine mercy and providence that has been 
demonstrated countless time in history. The Scriptures tell us that, “Our help is in the name of 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” At the heart of our prayers is a clarion reminder that we 
are completely, totally and radically dependent upon God for life, faith and eternal life. 

In closing, I encourage you to follow the practices of social distancing as well as thorough hand 
washing procedures and just use common sense with all your interactions with others. By all 
means, please use the time normally spent on social activities outside the home as an opportunity 
to pray, read Scripture and reflect upon your relationship with God with added intensity and 
urgency. Take the time to enjoy your family and praise the God who gave them to you.  

SOLI DEO GLORIA! 

Reminder: Since all services are cancelled for the month of 

April, please remember to send your monthly contributions to 

the church. Thank for your continued support of St. Paul 

Lutheran Church 
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ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED IN THE MONTH OF 
APRIL DUE TO THE PANDEMIC 

Offering and Attendance 
 

Readings: 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain - This week remember in your prayers –– Dorothy Puskarich,  Ron Richards, 
Wes Zwick, Jerry Schriml,  Bishop Paull Spring, Pam Farnsworth, Kathy Stolicny, Bob Snyder, Brent Montague, 
John Seng, Debbie Estes, Dan Levesseuer, Ally Clechanowski, Lynn Christenson, Larry Elliott, Tony Whatling, 
Arloene Howenstine, Diane Clugston, Susan Tiller, Linda Beachy, Pat Sundheimer, Loise Harris, Debbie Neorr, 
Jean Baker, Ret Kendrick, Chuck Slaybaugh, Lauren Seifert:  –Servicemen & Women-  Don Scholz, Rob Vitous, 
Camren Taylor,  Trent Garver, Andrea Gibson, Andy Jones, David Ward, Jordan Ritter, Adam Pohovey, William 
Robishaw, Paul Roley, Kyle Greiving 

 Evangelism Corner for April -    What is this mysterious, joyous influence 
that seems o permeate everything at this time of year?  It lingers and seems 
to touch each of us with it/s magic.  We feel it---sense it--thrill to it. There is 
more to it than bunny rabbits, colored eggs, and new clothes.  Easter is more 

than a celebration with the blossoming of trees.  Easter is more than Spring festival.  So far as the 
church is concerned, the message of Easter is contained in three words---CHRIST IS RISEN.   
     Three days earlier Christ's body was sealed in a tomb by a giant stone rolled across the 
entrance.  Then bright and early on Sunday morning the guards heard a strange stirring in the 
garden.  They thought they heard something and when investigating the tomb, they found the tomb 
EMPTY!!!  It is well for us to remember that the stone was rolled away from the door, not to permit 
Christ to come out but to enable the disciples to go in.  Today your life may be guided by Christ.  Your 
problems may be solved by His wisdom.  Your weakness may be turned into strength by His 
help.  Your struggles may become victorious by His grace.  Your sorrows may be turned into joy by 
His contact.  This is the reality that can be yours----this comradeship with the resurrected Lord. 

Date 3/1 3/8 3/15 3/22 3/29 
Offering $4,935.00 $2,395.00 $1,955.00 $1,005.00  

Attendance 68 72 46 NO SERVICE NO SERVICE 

4/5 4/12 4/19 4/26 
Palm Sunday Easter Resurrection 

Sunday    
Second Sunday of Easter Third Sunday of Easter 

Isaiah 50:4-9 Jeremiah 31:1-6 Acts 2: 14, 22-32 Acts 2:14, 36-41 
Psalm 31:9-16 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 Psalm16 Psalm116:1-4, 12-19 

Philippians 2:5-11 Colossians 3:1-4 1 Peter 1:3-9 1 Peter 1:17-23 

Matthew 26:14-27:66 Matthew 28:1-10 John 20:19-31 Luke 24:13-35 
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     This is the real meaning of Easter.  Forget the bunny rabbits and decorated eggs.  No newspaper 
or TV program will ever tell the startling news that the mummified body of Jesus has been discovered 
in old Jerusalem.  Christians have no embalmed body in a glass case to worship.  Yes. thank God, we 
have an empty tomb.  An empty tomb that tells us that life for us does not end with death.  Death is 
not a wall, but  a door.  With faith in Christ eternal life is available to all. 

     There is no death to those who have entered into a fellowship with Christ who rose from the 
tomb.  Because the Resurrection is true, it is the moist significant thing in our world today.  Bringing 
the resurrected Christ into our lives---individually and nationally---is the only hope we have for making 
a better world.  "Because I live, ye shall live also."  That is the message of Easter. 

 

Happy Birthday:  

Dennis Smith 4/3 Arloene Howenstine 4/13 
Randy Simers 4/4 Rich Harmon 4/17 
Taylor Mc Kown 4/6 Rose Cunningham 4/23 
Josh Dix 4/8 Butch App 4/24 
Chris Ward 4/10 Garry Sears 4/24 
Carole Dean 4/12   
Terri Howell 4/13   

 
  Happy Anniversary:  

Vaughn & Nichole Sears 4/12 
Randy & Heidi Sanders 4/14 
Skip & Jean Steward 4/16 
Tom & Tammy Huggins 4/21 
Richard & Donna Dudash 4/24 

 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR APRIL 2020 
 
As April begins, we are still not sure how things will go with the new flu epidemic, and how it will affect our church life this 
month. But we do know that God is in charge, and that even this affliction is under his sovereign control. This ought to 
give us peace of mind, and a confident expectation that it will ultimately be for our good. 

We have been told to stay at home for a while. But each of us can pray at home, and there is much to pray about.  

Pray that the elderly members of our congregation will not suffer much from this virus. Ask boldly for God's special 
protection. 

Pray that the doctors and nurses of our community will be able to help the sick, without becoming ill themselves. 

Pray for the well-being of businesses that have been compelled to shut down for a time. 

Pray that Christian ministers will be able to carry on with the work that they do, unhindered by sickness or other 
obstacles. Let them not be prevented from giving spiritual help to those in need of it. In particular, we must pray for our 
Pastor. 
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Pray that the political leaders of our country will be moved to seek only what is best for us, without falling deeper into 
useless partisan conflicts and rancor. 

Let this whole experience cause our nation to turn to God now. And may it be to his glory. Amen. 

"And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His 
purpose." (Romans 8:28) 

Shut-ins: Please see a list of our shut-ins attached; I am sure they would enjoy 
hearing from you by visit or card.  Thank you. 

o Martha Eckhardt – 12515 Sherman Church Rd. NE – Bolivar, Oh 44612 
o Jean Baker – Inn at Northwood 5779 N. Wooster Ave. STE. 606 - 
Dover, Oh 44622 

o Arloene Howenstine – 541 La Dyne Ave. NW - P.O. Box 12   – Bolivar, Oh 44612 
o Bill Haueter – Hennis Care Ctr. – Bolivar, OH 44612 
o Bonnie Burkhart – Park Village Assisted Living. 56-H – 1525 N. Crater Ave. – Dover, OH  

Pat Sundheimer – Inn at Apple Ridge – 3308 Brecksville Rd.  Richfield, OH 44286 

 
 

ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED IN THE MONTH OF 
APRIL DUE TO THE PANDEMIC 

Christian Book Club – Our next book will be “Carpe Deim Redeemed,” by Os 
Guinness. Life is short, and it can be easily wasted.  As we all continue to age 
in the midst of a fast-paced world, how do we make the most of life and the time 
we have? In the Judeo-Christian tradition, time and history are meaningful, and 
human beings have agency to live with freedom and consequence in partnership 

with God.  An optimistic book, Os Guinness calls us to live rightly, discern the times, and redeem 
the day.  We will be discussing this book at 7:00 pm, on a date to be determined.  If you’d like a 
book ($10 each), contact Terry Tegtmeier. 

Youth News - In light of our rapidly changing situation, I wanted to reach out 
in regards to the Youth.  I called a virtual meeting of the Youth Committee on 
how we should proceed with Sunday School / Youth Group.  The consensus 
was to proceed with already scheduled events and add on site church act to 

minimize the chance of cancellations outside of our control.  Please feel free to contact me with 
any suggestions, questions, or concerns.    

 

Sunday Service online: Please see instruction to view the pastor’s message online –  
Once on the internet, go to YouTube & enter into the search bar: - Pastor Mike 3 29 20 
It should bring up Pastor Mike’s message video. We will make a weekly message on  
Saturdays and upload and list it the same way. Example, this next week would be-  
Pastor Mike 4 5 20 


