APRIL NEWSLETTER 2021
St. Paul Lutheran Church, NALC- 156 Poplar St. S.W. Bolivar, Ohio 44612
Pastor Mike Pozzuto - E Mail: stpaulbolivarpastor@gmail.com -PH: 330-874-4540
From the Pastor…

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
As Christians, we celebrate this week the events that comprise the essence of our faith; namely the
suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus. It is aptly called Holy Week for that it is. The three days of
Good Friday through Easter Sunday are also called the Easter Triduum.
Now getting to the heart of the matter, what do those events mean for us today? Jesus demonstrates
the love that God has for His people by challenging the powers of evil and conquering them with the
victory over death on Easter. Good Friday represents the greatest battle ever fought in the history of the
world. Easter Sunday is clearly then the most significant victory of God over Satan throughout the annals
of time.
Our response is to love the Lord our God with all that is within us. What does it mean to love God?
According to Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) the cause of loving God is God himself and the way to
love God is without measure. God is to be loved for God’s own sake. Why God should be loved is that
God first loved us. When we were sinners, God reconciled us to himself. In that regard, the faithful
should know how utterly they stand in the need of Jesus and him crucified. One should wonder at and
reach out to that supreme love.
Bernard asks the question, since God loves, whose greatness knows no bounds, whose wisdom cannot
be counted, whose peace passes all understanding, should we measure out our response? No, our
response is to love God in proportion to our gift and our capacity. Still, that is less than just as Bernard
observes, but it is still beyond ourselves.
In closing, I pray that this week will be a time of grace and inspiration for you and your families as we
reflect upon the love that God has for us. Please consider joining us for services during Holy Week with
Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 pm and Good Friday, April 2 at 7:00 pm and Easter Sunday, April 4
at 9:30 am.

SOLI DEO GLORIA!
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Worship Ministers
DATE
4/1 Maundy
Thurs.

TIME
7:00 P.M.

ASSISTANTS

DATE

TIME

Steve Maurer

4/1 Maundy
Thurs.

7:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M

4/2 Good
Friday

7:00 P.M

None Needed

4/2 Good
Friday

4/4

10:30 A.M.

Marcia Howenstine

4/4

10:30 A.M.

4/11

10:30 A.M.

Steve Maurer

4/11

10:30 A.M.

4/18

10:30 A.M.

Mark Cunningham

4/18

10:30 A.M.

4/25

10:30 A.M

Randy Simers

4/25

10:30 A.M

DATE
4/1 Maundy
Thurs.

TIME
7:00 P.M.

USHERS & GREETERS

DATE

LECTORS

TIME

Dee Garrison

4/1 Maundy
Thurs.

7:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M

4/2 Good
Friday

7:00 P.M

Dave & Linda Clugston

4/2 Good
Friday

4/4

10:30 A.M.

Randy & Cheryl

4/4

10:30 A.M.

4/11

10:30 A.M.

Kevin Kienzle

4/11

10:30 A.M.

4/18

10:30 A.M.

Dee Garrison

4/18

10:30 A.M.

4/25

10:30 A.M

Dave & Linda Cllugston

4/25

10:30 A.M

ACOLYTES

Altar Guild –
Cheryl Simers

Screen Monitor
4/1 Maundy
Thurs.

7:00 P.M.

Nursery

Pam Ward

4/1 Maundy
Thurs.

7:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M

4/2 Good
Friday

7:00 P.M

Doug Dix

4/2 Good
Friday

4/4

10:30 A.M.

Doug Dix

4/4

10:30 A.M.

4/11

10:30 A.M.

Dee Garrison

4/11

10:30 A.M.

4/18

10:30 A.M.

Pam Ward

4/18

10:30 A.M.

4/25

10:30 A.M

Doug Dix

4/25

10:30 A.M

Readings
4/1
Maundy Thursday

4/2
Good Friday

4/4
Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43

4/11
Second Sunday of
Easter
Acts 4:32-35

4/18
Third Sunday of
Easter
Acts 3:12-19

4/25
Fourth Sunday of
Easter
Acts 4:5-12

Exodus 12:1-4

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Psalm 116:1-2,12-19

Psalm 22

Psalm 118:1-2,14-24

Psalm 133

Psalm 4

Psalm 23

1 Corinthians

Hebrews 10:16-25

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

1 John 1:1-2:2

1 John 3:1-7

1 John 3:16-24

John 16:1-17,31-35

John 18:1-19:42

John 20:1-18

John 20:19-31

Luke 24:36-48

John 10:11-18
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Prayer Chain - This week remember in your prayers: William Altier, Devlin Crist,
Denise Goebel, Theresa Weaver, James Kilroy, Christine Frank, Gary Smerglia,
Robert Kuntzman, Betty Harper, Erica Fisher, Carol Schlagenhauser, Bob Snyder,
Lynn Christenson, Tony Whatling, Arloene Howenstine, Pat Sundheimer, Loise Harris,
Ret Kendrick, Lauren Seifert - Servicemen & Women- Abraham Marlowe, Kyle Grieving, Cearra
Taylor, Don Scholz, Rob Vitous, Camren Taylor, Scott Fout, Trent Garver, Andrea Gibson, Andy Jones,
David Ward, Jordan Ritter, Adam Pohovey, William Robishaw.
Council News: Youth Co-Ordinator Position: After the summer mission trip, Lisa Keane intends
to resign her position as Youth Co-ordinator. We thank her for the years of service she has
provided. As a result, the church is looking to fill the position by August 1, if possible. Anyone
interested in this opportunity should contact Lisa or the church office.
Shut-ins: Please see a list of our shut-ins below; I am sure they would enjoy hearing from you by visit or
card. Thank you.

Arloene Howenstine – 541 La Dyne Ave. NW - P.O. Box 12 – Bolivar, Oh 44612
Bonnie Burkhart – Park Village Assisted Living. – 1525 N. Crater Ave. – Dover,
OH 44622
Pat Sundheimer – Inn at Apple Ridge – 3308 Brecksville Rd. Richfield, OH
44286

Christian Book Club – We discussed “Confronting Christianity” on Tuesday, January
26th. It was a somewhat challenging book, especially two or three specific chapters.
However, we learned things from all the chapters. We had our most substantial
discussion on chapter nine which generated quite a bit of dialogue. It’s extremely
interesting and thought provoking to discover how others interpret various thoughts
and passages. It was a good night of Christian fellowship, dialogue, and learning.
Our next book is “Pontius Pilate” by Paul L. Maier, somewhat less challenging than our prior book.
It is historical fiction that has actually been out for a number of years. It deals with the life of Pilate,
starting in Rome and journeying to Judea and back again. It is extremely well researched by numerous
extra-biblical sources, though most of the story and dialogue are, or course, fictional. However, it gives
you a detailed idea of Roman and Judean life, especially for the aristocrats or “upper crust” of society at
that time. Though keeping all the names of the various characters was sometimes a bit of a challenge
(such as 4 or 5 different Herods), it sheds considerable knowledge on life and the events during this part
of the first century. I expect it to be well received. It is $5 apiece – a bargain at twice the cost! Contact
Terry Tegtmeier for a copy.
Altar Flowers: The Church Council has decided that when you need to order altar
flowers, please call the church office, and the secretary will call Baker’s Florist to place
your order. Baker’s will bill St. Paul directly and you will reimburse the church
for the cost of flowers. Cost will remain the same $48.00. We want to thank Char
Young for all the faithful years she has served St. Paul as our florist with beautiful
arrangements.
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Happy
Birthday

Anniversaries

Dennis Smith

4/3
4/4
4/6

Arloene
Howenstine
Rich Harmon
Rose Cunningham

Randy Sanders
Taylor McKown

4/17
4/23

Josh Dix

4/8

Butch App

4/24

Carole Dean

4/12

Garry Sears

4/24

Terri Howell

4/13

Vaughn & Nicole Sears

4/12

Randy & Heidi Sanders

4/14

Skip & Jean Steward

4/16

Tom & Tammy Huggins

4/21

Richard & Donna Dudash

4/24

4/13

PRAYER FOCUS FOR APRIL 2021God loves it when we pray.
He loves it so much that the Bible tells us to “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17 KJV). And,
judging from the prayers that are recorded in the Bible—especially those in the Psalms—He will hear
and respond to all kinds of prayers, whether we’re celebrating, complaining or crying. But there are
some kinds of prayers He most wants to hear from us, at least if the “sample prayer” Jesus gave to
His followers is any indication—and who would know better than Jesus? Measured by the Lord’s
Prayer, these are the prayers God most wants to hear:
1) Affirming
Prayers
When Jesus prescribed a way of praying for His earliest followers, He started, “Our Father in heaven”
(Matthew 6:9 NIV). This suggests that God wants to hear you identify with Him and affirm that you are
His child, establishing your place in His family.
2) Prayers
of
Praise
The Lord’s Prayer continues: “hallowed be Your name” (Matthew 6:9 NIV). Elsewhere, the Bible says
that God is “enthroned” on the praises of His people. So, go ahead and praise Him for His attributes
such as His holiness, power, glory, love and kindness.
3) Prayers
of
Submission
Jesus also instructed His followers to pray, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven” (Matthew 6:10 NIV). This is a prayer of submission and participation in God’s will and ways.
It indicates that God loves to hear you surrender to His loving will and enlist in His wise plans.
4) Practical
Prayers
When Jesus told His followers to pray, “Give us today our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11 NIV), He urged
them to appeal to God for the most basic, practical, ordinary needs of daily life. So, when you pray for
food, job, finances, home, car and health, you’re saying the prayers your Father in heaven most wants
to hear.
5) Prayers
of
Forgiveness
When Jesus modeled prayer to His early followers, He included the confession of sin and request for
4

forgiveness in His short recipe: “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors”
(Matthew 6:12 NIV). Some of us, of course, more naturally pray for forgiveness from “trespasses,” but
the idea is the same. It’s a signal that God wants to forgive our sins and wants us to forgive those who
wrong us. He desires a daily soul-scrub for us, one that keeps us from holding on to our sins…and
from resenting others for theirs.
6) Prayers
of
Deliverance
One more category of prayer that God most wants to hear from us are prayers of protection and
deliverance. Jesus told His followers to pray, “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the
evil one” (Matthew 6:13 NIV). God knows that we are prone to temptation and vulnerable to the evil one,
and we need Him to help us avoid and escape both…as well as to pray so that we’re also regularly,
even constantly, aware of our need.
These six kinds of prayers aren’t the only ones—there are so many ways and occasions that could fuel
our unceasing prayers. But, judging by the Lord’s Prayer, these are the ones God most wants to hear
from you, so much so, that they make a good plan for daily prayer.

Youth News: HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR 2nd QUARTER BIRTHDAYS!!!!
April 29th Katelyn Huggins - May 23rd - Viviane Eberly - June 4th - Lucas Morales
June 7th - Octavia Beitzel
April 4th - HAPPY EASTER!!! - No Sunday School Classes in session
April 9th 5:00 - ? - "EGG" THE TADPOLES YARD
FROGS - GROGS
All FROGS / GROGS are invited to meet in the Fellowship Hall for dinner and games followed by a
surprise visit to our Tadpoles homes where we will "egg" their yards for an Easter Egg Hunt that they
can complete with their families. RSVP to Lisa or sign up on the Youth Activities Board to help in
planning for food and supplies!
April 16th 5:00 - ? - TOWPATH CLEAN UP -TADPOLES - FROGS - GROGS
All youth and chaperones are invited to meet at the Fort Laurens Trailhead for an afternoon of fellowship,
service, and fitness as we partner with Team RWB on a 1-mile hike to pick up litter and trim back any
overgrowth from the trail. We will wrap up the event with an outdoor picnic dinner from Subway including
a variety of chips and cookies. Trash bags, bug spray, sunscreen, plastic gloves, and bottled water will
be provided. Please bring any garden gloves or garden tools that you would like to use and dress for
the weather. RSVP to Lisa or sign up on the Youth Activities Board to help in planning for food!
April 24th 12:30 - 3:30 - EASTER PARTY
TADPOLES - FROGS - GROGS
All youth and chaperones are invited to meet for lunch (location TBD) @12:30 f/b our Easter Party to
be held at
Center Ice Sports Complex - 8319 Port Jackson Ave NW North Canton OH 44720
Plan to dress for cooler conditions with hoodie / coat, hat, and gloves. Skates will be provided if you
do not have your own. Reservations are required and on a first come / first serve basis so RSVP to
Lisa or sign up on the Youth Activities Board by April 1st to secure your spot!
___________________________________________________________________________
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Evangelism Thoughts- Easter is just around the corner, we’re still dealing with the Coronavirus
Pandemic, and I’m sure you’re just as tired of this as I am. Previously we’ve discussed how the virus
has negatively affected our local church, as well as the church throughout the world.
We’ve also discussed how we (ALL BELIEVERS, that is) have the privilege and obligation to help
spread the Good News. And when would be a better time to spread the Good News than during Easter
season? As we see, talk, and communicate with our families, friends, neighbors, co-workers and others
over the next few days, let us remember that wonderful news that we have to share with others this
Easter. Regardless of what the culture at large has to say about Christianity, no other religion has the
Good News of a God that has died, risen from the dead, and now offers us life with Him forever.
Remember, we are therefore Christ’s ambassadors……endure hardship, do the work of an
evangelist… For I am not ashamed of the gospel…Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone.
with gentleness and respect.
Consider inviting someone to church, or sharing the Gospel with someone, or asking if there’s
anything that we the church can do for them (rides, meals, shopping, listening, helping, praying, etc.).
Each time we do this, it gets easier and easier, and we’ll get better and better, with the help of Christ
and the Holy Spirit. Happy Easter to everyone!
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Month April 2021
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

3/28

4/4

Easter Sunday!
Worship &
Communion 9:30 a.m.
No Sunday School.

4/5
Yoga Class
9-10 a.m.

4/6

4/7

THUR

FRI

SAT

4/1
Maundy
Thursday
7:00 p.m.

4/2
Good
Friday
7:00 p.m.

4/3

4/8

4/9

Men’s Meeting
7:00 p.m.

4/11

4/12

4/13

Worship &
Communion 10:30
a.m. Sunday School
9:15 a.m.

Yoga Class 910 a.m.
Lions Club
6:30p.m.

.

4/18

4/19

4/20

Worship &
Communion 10:30
a.m. Sunday School
9:15 a.m.

Yoga Class
9-10 a.m.

Men’s Meeting
7:00 p.m.

4/25

4/26

Worship &
Communion 10:30
a.m. Sunday School
9:15 a.m.

Yoga Class
9-10 a.m.

4/10
Property
9:00 a.m.

4/14

4/15

4/16

4/17

4/21

4/22

4/23

4/24

4/28

4/29

4/30

Council
Meeting 7:00
p.m.

4/27

Lions Club
6:30p.m.
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