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APRIL NEWSLETTER 2025 

              St. Paul Lutheran Church, NALC- 156 Poplar St. S.W.  Bolivar, Ohio 44612 

           Pastor Mike Pozzuto - E Mail: stpaulbolivarpastor@gmail.com -PH: 330-874-4540 

From the Pastor… 

 

IF NOT EASTER, WHAT? 

Recently, the book club discussed a fictional novel about the discovery of Jesus’ bones as a 

result of an archaeological dig in the Middle East. Of course, this is not factual but it leads one to 

question what would be the result if in fact the bones of Jesus were discovered.  The group had 

various reactions but it ultimately comes down to faith in God’s word and the promise of eternal 

life for those who do believe. 

St. Paul tells us that without the resurrection of Jesus, our faith is in vain. Easter is the validation 

from God of the words and deeds of Jesus. It is God’s stamp of approval on the saving grace 

that is offered to the faithful. Easter points us to a greater reality than this world. It provides us 

with the hope of being with God for all eternity. In other words, Easter transcends time in that 

death has a limit and a point of termination that is only revealed by the power of God.  

Our God has given to all a desire for life without end with the absence of suffering and death. 

Due to ubiquitous nature of sin, we all must endure what we would most like to avoid in life. 

Fortunately, by the grace of God sin and death do not have a lasting hold on us. It is upon the 

glory of the first Easter that our hope in God is affirmed. 

I would not want to consider life without the first Easter. What is there to look forward to after 

death? Think of how difficult it would be if there is no afterlife. All human virtue would be without 

value or lasting significance. Our society would be even more violent than it is today. 

I submit that Easter is the rock of our salvation and the hope of all who believe is the resurrection 

of Jesus. It is God’s victory over sin and death and demonstrates the infinite power and majesty 

of God. I have said that Easter and Christmas are everyday because the effects of those events 

resonate through all of human history and for all generations to come. Easter represents for us 

the crowning glory and promise for a world broken by sin and death. 

In closing, I invite you to join us on Easter Sunday, April 20 at 9:30 am to celebrate the central 

mystery of our faith. Jesus Christ is risen alleluia! He is risen indeed, alleluia! 

SOLI DEO GLORIA! 

mailto:stpaulbolivar@gmail.com


2 
  

 

 

Holy Week Schedule 

Maundy Thursday – April 17 – Good Friday 7:00 P.M.  – April 18 – 7:00 P.M. 

Easter Sunday April 20 9:30 A.M. 

MINISTERS FOR APRIL 2025 

DATE TIME ASSISTANTS DATE TIME LECTORS 

4/6 8:00 am Steve Maurer 4/6 8:00 am Byron Lautenschleger 
 10:30 am Terry Tegtmeier  10:30 am Richard Dudash 

      

4/13 8:00 am Charlann Young 4/13 8:00 am Olivia Howell 

Palm Sun. 10:30 am Kim Pohovey 
Palm 
Sun. 10:30 am Kim Pohovey 

      
4/17 
Maundy 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. Randy Simers 

4/17 
Maundy 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. Cheryl Simers 

      
4/18 Good 
Friday 7:00 p.m. Marcia Howenstine 

4/18 Good 
Friday 7:00 p.m. Gabriel Woods 

      

4/20 Easter 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Terry Tegtmeier 

4/20 
Easter 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Marcia Howenstine 

      

4/27 8:00 am Jim Ward 4/27 8:00 am Jen Ward 

 10:30 am Kim Pohovey  10:30 am Dee Garrison 

  USHERS & GREETERS  SCREEN 

4/6 8:00 am Byron & Mariann Lautenschleger 4/6 8:00 am Terry Howell 

 10:30 am Ann Shetler  10:30 am Sophia Ranta 

      

4/13 8:00 am Jim & Jen Ward 4/13 8:00 am Jen Ward 

Palm Sun. 10:30 am Randy & Cheryl Simers 

Palm 
Sun. 10:30 am Dee Garrison 

      
4/17 
Maundy 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. Dee Garrison 

4/17 
Maundy 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. Doug Dix 

      
4/18 Good 
Friday 7:00 p.m. Aaron & Meghan Woods 

4/18 Good 
Friday 7:00 p.m. Ted Howenstine 

      

4/20 Easter 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. Dave & Linda Clugston 

4/20 
Easter 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Doug Dix 

      

4/27 8:00 am Dave & Charlann Young 4/27 8:00 am Olivia Howell 

 10:30 am Randy & Cheryl Simers  10:30 am Dee Garrison 

  Altar Guild   Community Meals 

  Dave & Linda Clugston   Kathy Pozzuto 
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CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES!! 

April Birthdays     April Anniversaries          
       Vaughn & Nicole Sears  4/12 

    Tom & Tammy Huggins  4/21 

    Richard & Donna Dudash 4/24 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Please see a list of our shut-ins below; they would enjoy hearing from 

you by visit or card. Pat Mizer The Inn at Northwood Village 5799 N 

Wooster Avenue Ext NW Dover, OH, 44622. (Room 215) - Jerry Hoskinson, 1970 North Orchard 

Rd. NE Bolivar, OH 44612 - John Kienzle – Hennis Care Center, Bolivar, OH. (Room 206) - Betty 

Menapace – Park Village – 1511 Crater Ave. (Room 19 A), Dover OH 44622 and Alyce Snyder at 

Assisted Living at Brewster Park 360 Wabash Avenue (Jefferson Lodge/Inn Bldg.-(Room 608) 

Brewster OH 44613 Carol Hoskinson – The Gables 3660 Greentree Ave. SW Canton, Ohio 44706 

(Room 311) 

 

Prayer Chain - This week remember in your prayers – Jennifer Melegari, 

Ed Kranz, Pat Gosselin, Dave Rimer, Gary Sliffe, Kris Simtson, Darin Wentz, 

Pam Ward, Mary Sanders, Irene Ward, Netta Strand, Lissa Johns, Brock 

McNutt, David Shetler, Gary Smerglia, Lauren Seifert, Servicemen & 

Women- Seth Hershberger, Abraham Marlowe, Kyle Grieving, Cearra Taylor, 

Don Scholz, Rob Vitous, Camren Taylor, Trent Garver, Andrea Gibson, Andy 

Jones, Jordan Ritter, William Robishaw 

Note: After 6 months names will be removed if no new information is given. 

 

Community Meal: St Paul Lutheran Bible Study 10:15 a.m. Community Meal 11:30 – 1:00 

p.m. Thursday, April 3 and Thursday, April17 

5th Sunday in Lent 
4/6 

Palm Sunday 
4/13 

Maundy Thursday 
4/17 

Good Friday 
4/18 

Easter Sunday 
4/20 

Second Sunday 
of Easter 

Isaiah 43:16-21 Deuteronomy 
32:36-39 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 Isaiah 52:13-
53:12 

Isaiah 65:17-25 Acts 5:12-32 

Psalm 126 Psalm 118:19-29 Psalm116:12-19 Psalm 22 Psalm 16 Psalm 148 

Philippians 3:4-14 Philippians 2:5-11 Hebrews 10:15-25 Hebrews 4:14-16; 
5:7-9 

1 Corn.15:19-26 Revelation 1:4-
18 

Luke 20:9-20 Luke 22:- 23:56 Luke 22:7-20 John 18:1-19:42 Luke 24:1-12 John 20:19-31 

Terry Ankrom 4/1  

Dennis  Smith 4/3  

Taylor Rothel 4/6  

Carole Dean 4/12  

Terri Howell 4/13  

Garry Sears 4/24  

Donna Spangler 4/28  
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Prayer Team: Recently a prayer team was formed at the church. The members include: Jim 

Davis, Doug Dix, Donna Dudash, Sandy Ritter and Terry Tegtmeier. They have offered to pray 

with the worship ministers before each service. You are welcome to stop by the parlor after 

the service to have a prayer team member lift you and your concerns and praises in 

prayer with you.  All are invited! 

Video Series for Lent: Beginning on Sunday, March 16 the video series, “He Chose The Nails” by 

Max Lucado will be shown for five consecutive Sundays. The titles are: He Chose To Be One Of Us, 

He Chose To Forgive Us, He Chose To Invite Us Into His Presence, He Chose To Love Us Forever 

and He Chose To Give Us Victory 

Rummage Sale Items: You may begin to bring items 

in for Rummage Sale on April 14. Please put items 

back the library.  The sale begins on   Friday, May 2 9-

4:00 and Saturday May 3, 9-12:00 p.m. 

  No TV’s Accepted 

 

Easter Flowers: The Easter flowers for this year’s deadline of April 6. The 

prices are the same as last year. Order form is in the bulletin.  

 

Talent Showcase: Saturday May 3rd 6 PM – St Paul Lutheran - Music-Singing-Comedy-ETC. 

Light refreshments contact-stpaulboolivar@gmail.com 330-874-454 or Zacc Pirillo at 

zpirillo@Yahoo.com   

Enjoy an evening of talent in various forms with family and friends. All ages welcome! 

 
 

Book Club: The book club met on Tuesday, 3/25, and discussed the Paul 
Maier book “A Skeleton in God’s Closet.” We had a nice discussion with 
everyone participating.  There are two other books in this series and the group 
decided to continue with the next one, “More Than a Skeleton.”  His books 
are entertaining, but not deeply philosophical. Yet there are numerous religious 

concerns and potential problems that are raised and discussed.  These are novels, and obviously 
not truly historical. We plan to meet again in May to discuss this next novel.  If you’d like a 
copy, contact Terry Tegtmeier. 

 

mailto:zpirillo@Yahoo.com
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Bolivar Bi-Centennial News: This year the Village of Bolivar is celebrating 200 years of 

existence. Several events are being planned which include lectures at the local library as well as 

a community worship scheduled for Sunday, June 8 after the conclusion of the Strawberry 

Festival. In addition, an old-fashioned baseball game is also being planned.  

Stewardship:  Four Year Comparison – 

Total Giving January Thru March 
2022 2023 2024 2025 

$39,886 $35,942 $39,750 $34,150 
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Average Monthly Attendance For Month of March 
48 56 58 52 

 

Lenten Schedule: The Community Lenten services will be held on the following 
Wednesdays beginning at 11:30 am and a lunch to be held at the conclusion of 
the service. Each local church will host a service – St. John UCC - April 2, 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church - April 9, and Bolivar Community Church - April 16. 
 

 

Volunteer Day: On Saturday, April 5, we will be going to the NALC Disaster Response 

Center in Caldwell Ohio.  We will depart from the church at 9:00 am and return mid – 

afternoon. 

 
 

PRAYER  FOCUS  FOR APRIL 2025 
Let us pray specifically this month for those we know who have fallen away, especially for 

those who have fallen away from attending St. Paul 

The prayers are not for the purpose of filling the pews, but to restore our fellow believers 

to “the joy of God’s salvation.” 

If we pray fervently each day this month, perhaps by the end of April we will see faces we 

haven’t seen for a while sitting at our side in the pews as they join us in the worship of our 

Savior...     Keep praying for all the saints.               Ephesians 6:18 
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Month To Date Giving  

Month to Date Giving Through March 2025 - Amount 2025 $10,019.00 

 

Month to Date Giving Through March 2025 - Amount 2024 $ 13,998.00 

 
 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 

 
Saturday 

  4/1 4/2 4/3 4/4 4/5 
  Men & Women’s 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lenten Service 
11:30 a.m.  St. 

John UCC 

Bible Study 
10:15 a.m. 

COMMUNITY 
MEAL 11:30 – 

1:00 P.M. 

 Logan Beitzel 
Hall  1:00 p.m. 
Volunteer Day:  
NALC Disaster 

Response  
Caldwell Ohio.    

4/6 4/7 4/8 4/9 4/10 4/11 4/12 
Worship & 

Communion 8 & 
10:30 a.m. Sunday 

School 9  
Fifth. Sunday of 

Lent:15 a.m. 

Yoga 9-10 a.m. 
 

 Lenten Service 
11:30 a.m.   

Holy Trinity 
Choir Practice 

7:00 p.m.  

Worship 
Meeting 10:00 

a.m. 

Youth 
Group 
Fellowship 
Hall 

Property 9:00 
a.m. 

4/13 4/14 4/15 4/16 4/17 4/18 4/19 
Worship & 

Communion 8 
&10:30 a.m. Sunday 

School 9:15 a.m.  
Palm Sunday  

Yoga 9-10 a.m. 
Lions Club 6:30 

p.m. 
 

Men & Women’s 
Meeting 7:00 

p.m. 

Lenten Service 
11:30 a.m. 

Bolivar 
Community 

Church  

Bible Study 
10:15 a.m. 

COMMUNITY 
MEAL 11:30 – 

1:00 P.M. 
Maundy Thursday 

7:00 p.m. 

Good 
Friday 7:00 

p.m. 

 

4/20 4/21 4/22 4/23 4/24 4/25 4/26 
EASTER SUNDAY – 

HE IS RISEN - 
Worship & 

Communion 9:30 
a.m.  

 

Yoga 9-10 a.m. 
Council 7:00 

pm 
 

Rummage Sale 
Organized in 

Fellowship Hall 

Homeless 
Shelter Meal 

5:00 p.m.  
 

Rummage 
Sale 

Organized in 
Fellowship 
Hall p.m. 

Choir Practice 

7:00 p. m. 
 
 

Rummage Sale 
Organized in 

Fellowship Hall  

 
 
 
 
 
Rummage Sale 
Organized in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
 

Rummage 
Sale 

Organized 
in 

Fellowship 
Hall 

 
 
 
 

Rummage 
Sale 

Organized 
in 

Fellowship 
Hall 

4/27 4/28 4/29 4/30    

Worship & 
Communion 8 & 

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 9:15 a.m. 

 

Yoga 9-10 a.m. 
Lions Club 6:30 

p.m. 
Rummage Sale 
Organized in 

Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 

Rummage Sale 
Organized in 

Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 

Rummage Sale 
Organized in 

Fellowship Hall 

   

       


