Dedication
This booklet is dedicated in thanksgiving to all the people who have been a part of the
history of the congregation. We honor their memory by rededicating ourselves in this
generation to the mission and purpose of the church; to win people to Jesus Christ
through Word and Sacrament, Prayer and Service.

Pastor Daniel Schaefer, his wife, Holly, and son, Daniel Jr.

Our Pastor
Pastor Daniel Schaefer was called in August 1989 to serve the Bolivar-Zoarville Lutheran
Parish, was installed by Bishop Robert W. Kelley during services at St. Paul on Reformation
Sunday, Oct. 29, 1989.
A native of Cleveland, he graduated from Cleveland St. Ignatius in 1972. He received a Bachelor
of Arts in Psychology from Borromeo Seminary College while studying for the Catholic
priesthood.
In 1984, Pastor Schaefer entered Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Columbus. He and his family, wife
Holly and son Daniel Jr., spent a year as missionaries for the Division of Global Mission of the
ELCA before coming to Bolivar. Their time was divided between France and Madagascar.
Pastor Schaefer has been fulltime pastor at St. Paul since Jan. 1, 1992.

150th Anniversary
Special Events in 1993
March 21 10:30 A.M.

Guest Preacher, Dr. James Schaaf, church historian, professor at Trinity Seminary, Columbus,
OH. First in series of Historical Liturgies from the 1840's.
Aid Association for Lutherans Milestone Presentation and $500 award by Karen Jeske, area
representative.

June 6 10:30 A.M.
Sermon by Pastor Dan Schaefer highlighting history of the congregation. Second Historica1 Liturgy.
June 6 2:00 P.M.
Ice Cream Social in churchyard. Display of memorabilia. Selections by a barbershop quartet ( Jack
Fortune, Terry Tegtmeier, Rick Simmons and Stan Koehlinger ); “old favorites" by the choir ; and a
storyteller (Marsha Fortune).
Sept. 26 10:30 A.M.
Guest Preacher Rev. Larry Christenson, director of International Lutheran Revival Center in Minneapolis,
Minn. Third Historical Liturgy.
Nov. 21 10:30 A.M.
Thanksgiving Worship with Historical Liturgy and Holy Communion.
Special Guests:Rev.George E. Hautala, retired St. Paul pastor, Rev. Robert B. Barr, former pastor.

Honored for their years of ministry at St. Paul.
Nov. 21 Noon
Anniversary dinner in Fellowship Hall. Testimonials and entertainment.

St. Paul Lutheran Church 150th Anniversary 1843-1993
"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes to you, and you will be my witnesses… (Acts 1:8)
Awaken Us Again!
The German Lutherans who came to this part of the United States had spiritual roots in the old country to
what was called in German "Erwegungbewegung," which means "Evangelical Awakening." This coincided
with the Second Great Awakening in the United States in the 1840’s. The first being in the 1740’s led by
Jonathan Edwards.
The Evangelical Awakening emphasized the main points of the Reformation stated by Martin Luther in
the 1500's. In particular, it acknowledged prophecy and miracles as vehicles of Divine Revelation. It
acknowledged the Bible as the norm for theology, and it emphasized the living out of individual faith in the
giving of self in witness and service.
All this was in direct contrast to the rationalism of the times, which rejected the supernatural and
reduced Jesus to a moral philosopher. Rationalists considered Lutheran doctrine out of date and the Bible
out of style.
In the latter part of February and early March 1843, a "protracted" meeting was conducted in Bolivar
by the Rev. Solomon Ritz, which resulted in the founding of our very own congregation.
Now, protracted meetings are the polite title of the Lutheran version of revival meetings. Preaching
during the day and again at night for three week was customary, three weeks of calling sinners to
repentance and praying with people to accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. The charter members of
St. Paul were resolute in speaking the language of the land, and organized themselves into an English
speaking Evangelical Lutheran Church. They submitted themselves to the direction and discipline of the
General Synod.
They professed to act in favor of protracted meetings (which met with resistance in many quarters of
Lutheranism and still does), prayer meetings (which seem to have been a new concept at the time),

temperance (which was unpopular with local tavern keepers), Sunday School, Bible, Missionary, and
other causes they saw as promoting the happiness of their neighbor and the glory of God.
The people who organized this congregation 150 years ago were revivalists. They were alive! They
were real! They were excited about being Christians! What a testimony of faith! And they didn't even have
a church building to meet in at the time.
Those early days were not without their struggles. Physically, they were able to build a house of
worship in 1844. Spiritually, the Church Council cast out three obstinately impenitent members for
profanity and intemperance.
The Lord blessed the congregation over the course of time with growth, something we give thanks for
in our own time.
Rev. A.R. Smith, who served St. Paul's three different times in different decades, put it this way: "We
have had some pleasant times. Permanent good has been accomplished. Families who had been out of
the church for 30 to 40 years came in. Families have had all their children baptized. This was apostolic."
Imagine the excitement in 1882 when the house of worship that we are meeting in today, a temple so
to speak, was built and dedicated; not unlike the excitement in 1988 when the new addition was
completed. But what has been built here is more than what the buildings show. They are a reflection of
the real "temple" of this place-a symbol of the "living stones" of this place-the people.
We do indeed have a beautiful church. We can understand that in two ways. Yes, the physical
structure-wonderful brick, solid architecture, stained glass, modern conveniences. Yet even more
wonderful, the people. People serving a wonderful God who invites everyone into a personal relationship
with Him.
Praise the Lord!
Revive us again!
-- Dan Schaefer, Pastor

Founder and First Pastor
"Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of Love and peace shall be
with you." (2 Corinthians13:11)

Rev. Solomon Ritz used this text for his valedictory sermon before the East Ohio Lutheran Synod
meeting at Millersburg on Nov. 7, 1839, the day following his ordination.
Less than 3 1/2 years later, on March 7, 1843, after conducting a three-week "revival" meeting, Rev.
Ritz helped organize an English Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bolivar.
This "pioneer of the Lutheran Church also served from March 1843 to November 1844 as St. Paul's
first pastor, sharing his time between Bolivar and Sandyville. He had helped to organize a Lutheran
congregation in the latter village some weeks earlier. The following year he also helped organize the
Lutheran Church at Magnolia, and in 1845 he began a two year term as pastor of Grace Lutheran Church
in Dover.
Dr. Arthur H. Smith, in his "History of E.O. Synod", gives an insight into the caliber of men necessary
for the demanding work in the church 150 years ago:
"They endured many hardships as ‘good soldiers’ of Jesus Christ, riding scores of miles on horseback
to their preaching places, often with scarcely a dollar in their saddle bags; braving stream and forest and
storm; burying the dead, solemnizing marriages, exhorting, baptizing, confirming, preaching. They were
spiritually strong, rugged men, fearless in attacking sin, moved by fiery zeal for souls, willing to suffer
privation of every sort for Christ's sake."
Rev. Ritz appears to have been such a man. Still, he found time to serve in a variety of East Ohio
Synod offices. He was treasurer from 1843 to 1846, president from 1846 to 1848, and missionary
superintendent in 1844. He also served as a Wittenberg College director from 1844 to 1846.
Rev. Ritz died in January 1874 at Osnaburg in Stark County.

Worship
It is probable that a form of worship without congregational responses was used in the first years of the
congregation. This was a necessary practice among most English speaking churches in New York,
Pennsylvania and Ohio at that time, because the pastor usually was the only one with a copy of the liturgy
and occasional services.
Writing for the 125th anniversary, Rev. George Hautala stated, "We can assume that the most
probable choice was one authorized by the General Synod in 1843 and printed in 1847." "The Book of
Worship" of the General Synod was adopted in 1901. It was replaced in 1920 with the "Common Service
Book." However, no attempt was made to sing the liturgy until 1932. That year, Rev. H. Grady Davis of
Whitestown, Ind., taught it to the choir during a Lutheran Choir Institute at St. Paul.

The red "Service Book and Hymnal" was adopted in 1958 and, in 1979, the new "Lutheran Book of
Worship," which is still in use, was introduced. The "Hymnal Supplement, 1991," containing a fourth
setting for Holy Communion and a collection of contemporary hymns, was added in 1992.

MUSIC
It is assumed, given the German background of many of the early members, that the singing of hymns
has been an integral part of services of the congregation since it was organized. Special music by a choir
also must have been an early feature. An 1881 newspaper reported on a train trip to Myers Lake at
Canton by the "Lutheran choir." Five years later, the St. Paul choir furnished music for the East Ohio
Synod convention held in Bolivar.
Some years ago, an orchestra was an added feature of the Sunday School. Recently, an instrumental
group comprised of teenagers has provided special selections during worship on occasion.
A 15-member Adult Choir and a Sunday School Children’s Choir currently provide special music at
services. Sharon Wonsettler and Janet Hartline are the respective directors. Sandy Finlayson is
accompanist and church organist.
The Allen organ in use today was dedicated April 4, 1971. It replaced one installed, in 1947. The
Steinway grand piano was received from the Georgia Flad estate in 1975.
Mention is made in church records of a variety of other organs and pianos used over the years. Rev.
Lewis C. Westenbarger, in his 90th Anniversary booklet, noted that in about 1920 “the old organ that had
been used in the church for many years, was taken out and a piano purchased." It apparently was still in
use in 1933.

St. Paul's First Robed Choir
The black and white vestments, made by the Ladies Aid Society, were worn for the first time on Easter
Sunday, Apri1, 1931

Members are:
FRONT ROW -- Kenneth Olnhausen
(L), Jean Dietrich Baker, Alice Mae Hickman Fortune, Geraldine
Peoples Wolf, Rachel Bair Redinger, Betty Zutavern, Almeda Wagner Class and Mary Summers
He1wick, director. SECOND ROW -Luella Hickman Poole(L), Helen Dietrich, accompanist, Virginia
Hickman Murphy, Grace Summers, Clara Hoffman, Mabel Miller Haueter and Elinor Fisher Thompson.
BACK ROW -- Paul Wagner, Adrian Helwick, Ross Hickman, Charles Miller, Bob Huffman, Bob Dietrich,
Louis Helwick, Russell Albaugh, Ludwig Birk and Rev. Lewis Westenbarger .

Altar Guild
Imogene Paulus recalls that the Altar Guild was formed during the pastorate of Rev. Paul Korntheuer
(1955-1959). Imogene and Mary Helwick, along with Ann Miller, Grace Summers, Louise Kerns and
Cathair Baker were among the original members. The last four are deceased. (2008 update-all are now
deceased)
Each served two months. They were trained by Rhetta Becher Smith, widow of Rev. Gideon C.
Smith. Rev. Smith, a son of the St. Paul congregation, and Mrs. Smith returned to Bolivar following his
retirement from the ministry in 1929. He died in 1930.
Mrs. Smith, sister of Zua Becher Summers, who was Mary Helwick’s mother, apparently served as a
one-woman Altar Guild during the intervening years, and even made the wine for Holy Communion. It
was only when she had advanced in years to the point where she needed help that she recruited and
trained others to serve with her, and in her stead.
Twenty-two women currently belong to the Guild, serving in pairs for one month at a time. Their duties
all involve preparing the sanctuary for worship, including Holy Communion, as directed by the pastor.
Altar linens and paraments, flowers, candles, and chancel furnishings are among their responsibilities.
Meetings are held at least twice each year. Officers are Holly Schafer, President; Rose Cunningham, Vice
President; and Sandra Ritter, Secretary.

“Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for His love endures forever.” (Psalms 136:1)

Growing In Love
The dedication of a $300,000, 6,600-square-foot addition June 12, 1988, marked the 145th
anniversary of St. Paul Lutheran Church and a dream come true for Rev. George Hautala and the
congregation.
The seeds of that dream had been sown during the complete renovation of the congregational facilities
over a dozen years. They had been nurtured with the purchase of an adjoining property (1980), the
planning, started in 1985, and the pledging (1986). They had born fruit with the constructing, decorating,
cleaning and furnishing of the addition in 1987-1988.
Rev. Robert Secrist of Bellefontaine, regional representative on the ELCA' s Churchwide Staff for
Outreach, was officiant and liturgist for the afternoon dedication service. He had served as liaison
between St. Paul and the churchwide staff that guided the project. Also participating were Rev. Robert
Barr, a former pastor, and Rev. Mike Robinson of the Magnolia-Sandyville parish, dean of the clergy
conference. Rev. Barr and Rev Secrist had participated in a parish service that morning, along with Rev.
Hautala.
The dedication, and an open house that followed, crowned a weekend celebration which started with a
dinner June 11 in the new fellowship hall with Rev. Robert W. Kelley of Akron, bishop of the Northeastern
Ohio Synod, ELCA, as speaker.
Theme of the building campaign was “Planted in Faith-Growing in Love". The Lutheran Laity Movement
Fundraising and Counseling Service provided leadership for a drive for the three-year pledges needed to
assure support for the project. More than $120,000 was pledged during the campaign, nearly twice the
three-year basic goal of $65,000. In addition, more than $20,000 was given as memorials and gifts
ranging from furnishings and plants to wiring and gravel. Subsequent three-year pledges have attested to
a continuing commitment to the project.
The building committee was headed by Jack Fortune. Serving with him were Charles Kerns, Sandy
Finlayson, Betty Haueter, Jean Baker, Warren Ackerman, Stanley Koehlinger, John Bolitho, Sharon
Wonsettler and Rev. Hautala. They were assisted by numerous subcommittees.

The building proposal and cost analysis were prepared by Richard Linde of Sheboygan, Wis,
architectural consultant for the Lutheran Church in America, now part of the ELCA. The preliminary
drawing was done by Peter Norgan of New York City, then LCA staff architect. Raymond E. Studer, a
Canton architect , prepared the work drawings and 'was overseer for the project. Benchmark
Construction Inc. of New Philadelphia was general contractor.

Eva Hautala and her husband, Rev. George Hautala,
display gifts presented to them by their daughter, Naomi,
during a retirement dinner in their honor in Oct. 23, 1988.
The T-shirts and cap bear the message, “Retired
Pastor's Wife” and “Retired Pastor”.

Ceremonies Mark start of Addition
On Oct. 11, 1987, Rev. George Hautala turned over the
first shovelful of dirt as ground was broken for an
addition to the 105-year-old St. Paul Lutheran Church.
Watching are Joe Wonsettler (front row L), Paulette
Hoskinson, Kristi Sisson, Jack Fortune, Jill Fortune,
Philip Fortune, Sarah Kaschak and Melissa Bolitho. In
the background are Marsha Fortune, Tina Wonsettler,
Brenda Tegtmeier and Terry Tegtmeier. By Oct. 22, the
site had been cleared and Charles Kerns' crew was
busy leveling and compacting fill in the fellowship hall
area.

Above, the addition takes shape as
carpenters frame the partition between the Sunday School classrooms and the fellowship hall.
Below, Charles Kerns makes like Hercules after excavation of a "connecting link" between the addition
and the church basement.

Above, Bob Burkhart (L) and son Mike take a break from installing the kitchen cabinets when Joan Burris
pops in to see how things are going.
Below, a crew of volunteers plant shrubbery: Jim Haueter (L), Tedd Finlayson II, Wayne "Butch" App,
and Jim's dad, Bill Haueter.

Ice Cream Social

Garbed as their forebears may have been, members of the St. Paul choir sing at the June 6, 1993, Ice
cream Social. They are: Front row -- Jean Baker (L), Brenda Tegtmeier, Almeda Class, Nancy
Koehlinger, Doris Deibel, and Sharon Wonsettler. Back row -- Jack Fortune, Terry Tegtmeier, Rick
Simmons (behind the hat) and Stan Koehlinger .
"For where two or three. are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst of them." (Matthew 18: 20.

Men's Prayer Breakfast Group
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast Group is a continuation of what Good Hope Lutheran Church at Zoarville
started in the 1980’s. Since St. Paul was yoked to Good Hope in a two-point parish relationship at the
time, the men of St. Paul were invited to the monthly breakfasts. The meetings, now held at St. Paul on
the third Saturday of the month, start at 8:00 A.M. with two of the men cooking breakfast for the rest.
Interesting and lively discussion takes place over a hearty breakfast. A time of prayer and Bible study led
by the pastor follows, and it has become a real blessing to those who attend. The closeness of the group
is found in personal sharing.
Members have taken on the responsibility of cooking the annual Easter breakfast for the congregation,
and twice a year they volunteer to “man” the local recycling center.

Youth Group
The St. Paul Youth Group has a long history. From the days in the 1930’s when they put out a
newsletter called “Spiritus Gladius” (Sword of the Spirit) through the “Luther League”, chartered in the
1950’s, young people have been given opportunities for growth in Christian faith, fellowship and service.
Along the way, there have been plenty of fun times as well.
Travel has always been part of the program, whether it has been local youth gatherings or national youth
conventions. Coming up in 1994, youth from our congregation will join 30,000 other 15 to 20-year-olds in
Atlanta, Ga., for a 5-day gathering.
The congregation remains committed to meeting the needs and the challenges of young people in an
ever-changing world.

“Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children
of God in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars as you hold on to the Word of
Life.” (Philippians 2:44)

1980 'Treat' for Senior Citizens

Guests and hosts pictured in 1980 at one of the first Christmas parties for St. Paul senior citizens are:
Front Row -- George Rippel (L), Jean Baker, Helen Dietrich, Helen Ely, Beulah Bordner, Grace Summers,
Mary Helwick and Adrian Helwick.
Second Row -- Verna Kienzle (L), lmogene Paulus, Albert Paulus, Paul Smith, Eva Hautala and Pastor
Hautala.
Standing --- Jerry Hoskinson, Ray Burris and Jim Haueter

Working in the kitchen are Joan Burris (L), Carol Hoskinson (at stove), Wilma Kienzle and Jim Haueter.

Seasoned Citizens
Formed in October 1990, the St. Paul Seasoned Citizens group provides Christian fellowship for
members 55 and older. They meet once a month, September through May, either for lunch and a brief
program, or to take a one day trip. Susan Kaschak, the St. Paul secretary, is director.

The group has visited Ogleby Park (to view the Christmas lights) and the Fenton Glass Factory in West
Virginia, Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Columbus, the Longaberger Basket factory at Dresden, Park Farms
at Canton, and Roscoe Village. They also have made several "fall foliage' trips to Amish country.
Seasoned Citizens have actively participated in the life of the church by planning special worship
services and providing refreshments for Advent and Lenten services. This year, they also made small
"Crowns of Thorns" and handed them out at the Maundy Thursday service.
In addition, members were responsible for gathering recipes from the congregation for the St. Paul
Seasoned Citizens Cookbook, "Seasoned With Love," published in 1991.

Clothes Closet
The Bolivar Clothes Closet was opened in August 1990 in the St. Paul basement. It provides clothes
free to needy area families. Now in its fourth year, it has grown from three tables displaying a few piles of
clothes to four tables, four shelf units and 15 racks full of nice used clothing. In addition, the closet
supplies new shoes each fall for needy children of school age, and hats, gloves and socks at Christmas.
Funds are received through private donations and from community churches and organizations. The
Clothes Closet is open from 9:00 A.M. to noon the first and third Thursdays of each month during the
school year, and once a month during the summer. Fifteen to 20 families visit the closet each time,
according to director Brenda Tegtmeier, with new faces appearing regularly.
Two events in the summer of 1990 initiated the clothes closet concept. In June, a group called the
"Loving Lutherans" organized a community giveaway at St. Paul. Members collected clothing and
household items and gave them to needy families. The number of families responding was so great it
made the need in our community apparent. Also that summer, an appeal was made for clothing and
bedding for victims of the Shadyside flood. The generous donations of clothing demonstrated the
willingness of area people to help those in need.
This combination of people in need of clothing and people willing to fill that need gave birth to the idea
of the Clothes Closet. Its continued success can be attributed the many who have given money or
clothing, or who have helped wash, mend, sort, fold or hang clothing in the closet.
Speaker

Rev. Larry Christenson
Rev. Larry Christenson, director of the International Lutheran Renewal Center in St. Paul, Minn.,
delivered the message, at a worship service Sept. 26, 1993. He spoke on the renewal of family and
congregational life through the power of the Holy Spirit.

St. Paul Ladies Aid in 1937

FRONT: Anna Evans. FRONT Row -- Verna Zutavern Kienzle (L), Mayme Dieringer, Helen
Baumgartner, Hazel Hickman Bair, Rebecca Hickman Bixler, Rhetta Becher Smith, Louise Gregg, Jessie
Smith Sisson. BACK Row -Helen Miller Dietrich (L), Emma Evans, Hazel Beabout App, Mary Maurer
Becher, Jean McWilliams Fisher, Mrs. A.C. Baker; Lucy Cushing, Cora Kienzle, Belle Foraker Zutavern,
Zua Becher Summers, Lucy Foraker , Naomi Miller and Mary Summers Helwick.

Women's Organizations
The women of St. Paul have always been active in aiding the church, whether singly or as a group.
Records show that as early as 1872 the women of the congregation bought a Bible for pulpit use. The
Women's Home and Foreign Missionary Society formed in 1886, is believed to have been the
congregation's first organization for women. It died and was reorganized a number of times over the years
and, sometime prior to 1927, it evolved into two organizations: the Ladies Aid Society and the Women's
Missionary Society. The former was mainly concerned with projects to raise money for the church, while
the latter Emphasized Bible study. Many women belonged to both. St. Paul Lutheran Women's Work
(LWW) was established in 1888, but no record of its activities has been found. The earliest minutes of the
St. Paul Ladies Aid Society are dated Nov. 24, 1927. Of the 43 members on the original roll, only one
survives, Mary Helwick. By 1929 there were 55 members. Meetings consisted of devotionals, poems,
prayers, songs, and much conversation. Almost everyone took handwork to do while visiting.
The Servicemen's Canteen, a Dennison Railroad station feature during World War II, was in full swing
in 1943, and St. Paul women made cookies by the dozen and them to the servicemen and women
passing through.
The Women' s Missionary Society and the Ladies Aid merged in 1961 to become St. Paul United
Lutheran Church Women. The name was shortened to Lutheran Church Women (LCW) in 1962 during a
constituting convention at Toledo attended by Mary Helwick and Jean Baker.
In 1988, in conjunction with the formation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the LCW
became our present St. Paul Women of the ELCA. Officers are: Doris Keener, president; Doris Deibel,
vice president; Joan Burris, secretary; and Rose Cunningham, treasurer.
Through the years, the women's organizations have accepted responsibility for, among other things,
Easter breakfasts, Mother-Daughter and occasional Father-Son banquets, congregational dinners and

receptions and community World Day of Prayer and World Community Day services . The tradition of
taking rose bowls, representing the Lutheran Rose, to the ill was begun in 1966; the practice of serving
dinners following the funerals of members was started around 1972; and monthly fellowship hours
following worship were instituted in 1980.
Money-making projects over the years included selling everything from haddock and cod (during winter
months) to umbrellas and jewelry; holding bazaars, bake sales, smorgasbords and silent auctions; and
quilting. Sales tax stamps were collected and counted, producing an income of $50 per quarter. Annual
harvest suppers were held and banquets were served for the Easter Stars, the Bolivar Alumni Assn., and
the Bolivar High Prom.
The money was used to finance a variety of church and parsonage remodeling and redecoration
projects, to purchase equipment and supplies, and to contribute to other charities. At least three times
over the years, the women made robes for the choir.
Purchases by the Ladies Aid and its successors have included stoves, folding chairs, coffee urns,
silver ware, dishes, pots and pans, a mimeograph machine, lights, candle lighters, an electric floor
scrubber, a slide projector, kitchen cabinets, and altar paraments, candles, flowers, fair linen and
communion veils.
This long and illustrious record of service is mute testimony to the shortsightedness of those pastors
who, according to 1880 records "doubted that women could carry on an organization."
(These facts were gleaned From a "Celebration of the Past" put together in 1988 by Jean Baker and
Martha Eckhardt and presented at an LCW meeting. )

After the Hat Parade

Modeling the "Easter bonnets" they created and wore to a Ladies Aid meeting some years ago are:
FRONT ROW -- Lucile Hickman (L), Ann Miller Bailey, Mary Gilbert, Cathair Baker, Louise Kerns and
Kitty Eichel.
BACK ROW -- Jean Baker, Lucille Stewart, Martha Eckhardt, Imogene Paulus, Judy App, Arloene
Howenstine, Faye Gallion and Kathleen Christman.

Christian Education
Imparting the faith to all ages has been an on-going ministry at St. Paul. Lifelong learning keeps
Christians vital and active. Study of the Word of God gives meaning, direction and purpose to the lives of
God's people.

In this 150th Anniversary year, this vital activity continues to be emphasized through Sunday School
classes for all age groups. Teachers are: Debbie App, nursery; Janet Hartline, 1st and 2nd grades; Doris
Deibel, 3rd and 4th grades; Jack Fortune, 5th and 6th grades; Holly Schaefer, junior high; Stan
Koehlinger, high school; and Robert Cunningham and Pastor Dan Schaefer, adult classes.
Pastor Schaefer also teaches two confirmation classes, one for second-year students and the other for
those in their first year of study. Bible School is held each summer in cooperation with three other local
churches. One of the newest additions to the Christian Education program is Crossways International
Bible studies, also taught by Pastor Schaefer. The series focuses on Jesus, the Servant-King, who invites
people into a personal relationship with him and with one another.

At left, Arloene Howenstine's Bible School class in the 1950' s
Front row -Mary Ann Baker Kain (L), David Clugston and Bonnie Baker Hendershot.
Middle row -- Robin Redinger (L), Kenny Baker, Marcia Class Howenstine and Verle Deibel.
Back row -Jack Fortune (L), Robert Huffman Jr., Terry Hay and John Stewart Jr.

Among those attending the St. Paul Bible School some 40 years ago were:
Front row – Marcia Class Howenstine (L) and Bonnie Douglas.
Second row -- Marjorie Streb Crilley (L), Vicki Zutavern Vrsan, Mary Jean Baker Molnar, John Bordner
and Emma Belle Bordner.
Third row – Verle Hickman (L), Bobby Fisher, Terry Hay, Bobby Redinger, Danny Hall, Paul Kleyman and
Don Hall.
Fourth row – Ned Howenstine(L), Beverly Streb, Dave Sisson, Bonnie Stewart, Bobby Joe Huffman and
Marlene Sims.
Teachers in the back row are Audrey Streb and Betty Huffman.
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Pictured below are members of Jean Baker’s 1940 Sunday School Class:

They are: Front row-- Mary Lou Zutavern Devore
(L), Alice Lint, Margaret Murray, Judy
Zutavern Neff and Mary Ann Lautzenheiser
Richards.
Back row -- John Kienzle (L), Paul Shank and
Stanley Shank.

150th Anniversary Confirmation Class

Pastor Daniel Schaefer (C) is pictured with the 1993 Confirmands. They are: Daniel Schaefer Jr. (L),
Sara Kaschak, Melissa Bolitho and Aaron Ford.
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever." (Hebrews 13:8)

Rev. George E. Hautala 1965-1988 St. Paul--Its Mission
Every Christian congregation has a mission given by God. To fulfill this mission, by the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, God's people organize and support congregations to advance the cause of God's kingdom.
The Church proclaims the gospel in every generation to a society in flux. The Church is challenged to
show the relevancy of its message in the midst of the manifold changes ever presenting themselves.
Organized before the presidency of Abraham Lincoln, St. Paul has ministered in times of national and
local strife. The mission of the congregation has been fulfilled in cooperation with other congregations
ministering in the Tuscarawas Valley, so rich in heritage and traditions. The first members of the
congregation gathered together to share their faith and mutual concerns. From these gatherings came the
dream of organizing a congregation. These people did not fail nor did their resolve diminish as God
guided them. Their dedication inspired others to follow. They began a heritage which is celebrated on this
150th Anniversary.

Through the years many have gone from this congregation with renewed faith to share that faith
elsewhere in the Church. St. Paul has been enriched by those who have come from other congregations
to share their faith and concerns here at St. Paul. There also are those who have been a part of St. Paul
for their entire lives.
Whatever the case may be, the Apostle Paul speaks to all in Ephesians 2:19-20: "…You are no longer
foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone."
We are assured here that no matter where we are in God's world we are fellow citizens, one with
another, building on the only sure foundation for life.
The history of the Christian Church is a history of building. The outward evidence of that building is in
places of worship and institutions of care, concern and learning. The worship of this congregation is
celebrated in a beautiful sanctuary in continual use since it was dedicated over a hundred years ago.
The new addition to the church property, recently carpeted, is evidence of the dedication of the
congregation to continue a rich heritage on into the future.
The Apostle Paul writes, continuing in Ephesians 2: 19: "And in Him you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by the Spirit”.
This inward building of faith in our lives is the singular purpose of the body of Jesus Christ. Without this
building and growth there is no church. The calling of every Christian congregation is to nurture the lives
of all to become a part of the holy temple in the Lord.
Thank you for the time that we had in sharing the riches of God as we served St. Paul. Your dedication
and love will always be remembered.
Our lives were enriched by the love that we experienced in joys and sorrows while we were in your
midst. We truly felt that we were fellow citizens with God's people as we mutually experienced the grace
of God as we grew together in God's Kingdom.
We know that many wonderful and meaningful experiences await you in the future as you continue to
share a great heritage. God has made this congregation one that has blessed many.
Tell others of the blessings that you have received as you strive to make St. Paul a true witness of
Jesus Christ beyond these 150 years.
-- Rev. George E. Hautala
***
Rev. Hautala was pastor of St. Paul from Jan. 1, 1968, until his
retirement Nov. 1, 1988. He and his wife, Eva, reside at 2609 Williamsburg Ln. NW, #2, Canton, OH
44708. Their daughter Naomi, now Mrs. Arthur Drake, resides at 9600 Hastings Rd., Jackson, MI 49201.
A native of Michigan, Pastor Hautala served with the 100th Infantry Division in World War II, seeing
action in the European Theater. A graduate of Suomi College and Suomi Theological Seminary at
Hancock, Mich.
Pastor Hautala served First Lutheran Church at Lake Norden and Clara Lutheran Church at Erwin,
both in South Dakota, from 1952 to January 1960, and Trinity Lutheran Church at Madison, Ohio, from
January 1960 to January 1968, when he came to Bolivar.
“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes”. (Romans 1: 16)

To Be A Christian! What It Means to Me

Mary Helwick
Mary Helwick, at 95, is the eldest member of the St. Paul congregation. She wrote the following as a
"Talk”, of which she delivered during worship at St. Paul a decade ago. Mary now resides at Waverly,
Iowa, near daughter Ann and her husband, Ernest Phillipi, a retired Lutheran pastor, and their children
and grandchildren.
Mary's father, Rev. Jacob H Summers, was a pastor at St. Paul from 1888 until he died of typhoid fever
Aug. 7, 1900, at age 42. Mary served St. Paul in many capacities, including a half-century as choir
director and organist.
To be a Christian is to know and accept God's love and to be a part of God's family in His Holy Church.
Christian Love is sorely needed in our world today. A Gallup poll taken recently asked this question:
"What is the basic feeling you have in life today?" Sixty percent of those polled said, "My feeling in life
today is FEAR!" How horrible to go through life afraid. Many people are not only afraid to die, they are
afraid of life and of living . We must tell them that our Bible says: "There is no fear in Love; Love casteth
out fear”.
So I am going to tell you a Love Story, a Love story between me and my church.
First of all, to be a Christian is to know that I am loved. From the time my father and mother took me in
their arms, brought me to this church for baptism and promised to bring me up in the love and admonition
of the Lord, I felt loved.
I have always been sad that as a child I never knew the love of my father, for he died when I was but two
years old. My mother had to be both father and mother to two little girls. I am sure it was not always easy
for her, but when she curled my hair, tied on it a pretty ribbon, and brought me to Sunday School in this
church, I knew she loved me dearly! In Sunday School, my teacher taught me a pretty song which told
me: “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so”. We were given pretty cards with Bible verses
on them. I had one which said, "God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have everlasting life." I am sure I did not understand all
that this verse told me, but it has remained with me all my life. Our church at that time had a Mission
Band, and there I met a kind lady who told me that there were children in India and China who had never
been told that Jesus loved them, and that we must tell them of His love. So each child brought an
offering, placed it on the altar, and repeated a Bible verse. I remember being told of one occasion when,
much to the embarrassment of my older sister (the late Grace Summers), I repeated as my Bible verse,
"The Lord helps those who help themselves." I am sure I did not learn this in my church. However, I still
feel that our Lord expects us to be good stewards and responsible human beings.

Time passed by, and my church and pastor were anxious for me to know more of a God who loved and
cared for me, so I joined my church's Confirmation Class. I learned the Ten Commandments. I learned
that God is a Triune God: God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who would always be with me if I prayed
to Him.
I promised to follow Christ, and I was welcomed into a wonderful fellowship. Now I was an active
member of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, and my church gave me an opportunity to serve my
Lord.
My church at that time had what was known as the Women’s Missionary Society, to which I owe a debt
of gratitude. The organization, which later became Lutheran Church Women, has inspired me for 60
years through Bible study and through the Christian fellowship of women serving in love.
I feel a surge of Thanksgiving when I think of what this church and the people of St. Paul have meant
to me through the many years I have worshipped within these walls. I am reminded of the closing words
of the 23rd Psalm: "My cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, and I will dwell in the House of the Lord forever."

Eternal Life! share.
That is the Good News which each must
Someone has said, "Evangelism is saying to a friend, a neighbor, or a stranger, "Come to church with
me. There's a Love Story you must hear!"
That's what being a Christian means to me.

All Decked out for 125th Anniversary at Bolivar Elementary School where
a Banquet was served at the 1968 observance.

Ralph & Helen Deitrich (front), Mami
Dieringer (L) and Belle Zutavern (center), and Ann Miller Bailey (L) and Chloe Streb (top)

George Baker (L), Cathair
Baker, Jean Baker and Gladys Wakefield.

A Look Back
"…So in Christ, we who are many form one body…" (Romans 12:5)

Rev. Robert B. Barr 1952-1955

As a newly ordained minister, my first call was to the Bolivar-Zoarville Parish, where I assumed my
duties June 1, 1952. Being an ex-GI, I was older than many of the May graduates of Hamma Divinity
School in Springfield, OH. My wife, the former Phyllis Koeritz of Chicago, and I moved to Bolivar shortly
after graduation, and our first child, Daniel, was born in Union Hospital at Dover the following August.
Since there was a shortage of pastors in the early 50's, all seminarians seeking calls received them.
Following the war years of rationing and scarcity, there was a rising level of prosperity and an increasing
trend toward church attendance.
During my pastorate, St. Paul had excellent Sunday School teachers so the classes were growing in
attendance. The Youth Group (Luther League) was quite active, with members attending other youth
functions in the area. In fact, the young people even did some "jitterbugging" in the church basement.
Our newly formed softball team was entered in a church league and, with power hitters like Paul Class
in the lineup, the players created a lot of anxious moments for the opposition.
At that time, the church was remodeled, with "indoor plumbing" being added. The black "Common
Service Book" was still used for worship services, and the King James Version Bible was the official text.
However, there was some controversy when Sunday School materials used the Revised Standard
Version text.
The congregation was very supportive of the parsonage family, and our stay in Bolivar was most
enjoyable.
I served in the following capacities after leaving Bolivar July 1, 1955: (1) -- Developer and first pastor
of Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church at Kettering .(Dayton) , 0., until Jan. 1, -1959; (2) -- Pastor of Trinity
Lutheran Church at Middle Point, 0., until Nov. 1, 1965; (3) -- Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church at
Ontario (Mansfield), 0., until April 1,1982 and (4)-Pastor of St. John Lutheran Church in Perrysville until
retirement May 1, 1991. Since retiring, my wife and I have resided at 1028 S. Broad St., Ashland, OH
44805.
Son Daniel is in the adjutant general's office at Ft. Monmouth, NJ; daughter Deborah is working toward
a master's degree and teaching part-time at Ashland University; and daughter Roberta Eve is working
toward a master's degree at Capital University and working part-time for the Columbus Dispatch at
Columbus. We have four grandchildren, Jessica and Joseph Barr and Joshua and Jonathan Boggs.

-- Rev. Robert B. Barr
Rev. Barr recently accepted new responsibilities as interim pastor at Stone Lutheran Church and
visitation pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church, both at Ashland, but planned to get to the Nov. 21 celebration
by midafternoon.

Founded in Faith
The Gospel followed close on the heels of the explorers, the trappers, the traders, and the soldiers,
who followed animal and Indian trails into this area. It was preached by the missionaries of a variety of
denominations. One of the earliest missionaries in the area was the Moravian, Rev. Christian F. Post. In
1761, Post built his cabin near an old Indian village. It was located in what is now Ross Hickman's
backyard. In the spring and summer of 1762 Post shared that cabin with a young missionary, 18-year-old
John Heckewelder. Ten years later, after both had been forced to flee for their lives early in 1763,
Heckewelder returned to the Tuscarawas Valley to work with David Zeisberger in the establishment of
Schoenbrunn and five other Moravian missions.
The History of Tuscarawas County, 1884, describes this area of valleys, plains and hills as being
"covered in early times with weeds, nettles, wild rye and grass as high as a man's head."
"This mass of vegetation," the book states, "was set on fire late in the Fall by Indians and early hunters
for the purpose of encircling game, enveloping the surface in a sea of flame, and effectually killing every
twig of timber. No timber was thus permitted to grow upon the plains until after these annual burnings
ceased."
The first permanent settler in Lawrence Township was Samuel Mosser. In 1803 he put up a small hut
about 80 rods from the east bank of the Tuscarawas River and near the route of what would be the Sandy
and Beaver Canal.
One of his children , Elizabeth Mosser Kline, is listed among the first 71 members of St. Paul.
George F. Fisher, grandfather of Earl "Mac" Fisher and Elinor "Pete" Thompson, is listed as one of the
25 charter members who petitioned the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio in 1843 for affiliation.
Lawrenceville was laid out in 1805 on the east side of the Tuscarawas River, opposite present-day
Bolivar, by Abraham Mosser, brother of Samuel. He had dreams of it becoming the seat of government of
the soon-to-be-formed county of Tuscarawas, but the village was short-lived.
Of our own village, the 1884 history of the county states: "The second attempt (in 1825) to establish a
town was more successful, and resulted in the handsomest little village in the northern part of
Tuscarawas County. It owes its existence to the Ohio Canal."

Fifteen years after its founding, and eight years after the opening of the Ohio Canal, the population of
Bolivar was 249, according to 1840 census figures. By 1850, seven years after our congregation was
organized, the village had 302 residents in 54 “dwelling houses”.
It is interesting to note that in 1850 only 15 Bolivarites were over 50 years of age, and all but three
were under 60 -- one 60-year-old, one 71 and one 73; this despite the fact that the village boasted five
doctors ranging in age from 25 to 43.
A majority of the residents were born in Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York or Germany, while a handful
originated from other states to the east or other countries. Twenty-five occupations besides "physician"
were listed, including "Lutheran preacher." This position was filled by W. C. Hauer, who served our church
twice -- from February 1849 to October 1854, and again from April 1856 to April 1858. In 1850, he gave
his place of origin as Massachusetts and his age as 31.

The village had a 29-year-old constable and two lawyers, one of them age 18. There also were 11
laborers, 9 boatmen (probably employed on the canal), 8 merchants, 6 farmers, 5 blacksmiths, 5
carpenters, 4 shoemakers, 4 clerks, 3 landlords, 3 tailors, 3 wagonmakers, 2 grocerykeepers, 2
cabinetmakers, 2 tanners and 2 tinners, as well as a butcher, a saddler, a millwright, a cooper, a furrier,
and even a peddler.
St. Paul, formed in 1843, was not the first Lutheran congregation in the area. The 1884 history relates
that "On Lot 17, several miles southwest of Bolivar stands a brick church where a small German Lutheran
congregation now holds services. The Lutheran society was organized here about 1822, by Revs.
Melsheimer and Schmidt”.
The brick church had been built in 1851, replacing a log one erected in 1833. It was located in
Zutavern, a small settlement of farmers along what is now County Rd. 422. The church was abandoned
when the settlement waned, and only an old cemetery marks the place where it once stood.
It was the English speaking members of this "Zutavern Church” who were instrumental in the
organization of St. Paul. That a link remained between the two congregations for years is evidenced by
the fact that East Ohio synod records from1873 state that Rev. Charles Fickinger, pastor at St. Paul, was
preaching at the Zutavern Church. The two congregations also apparently shared the "St. Paul" name, as
the Zutavern Church was incorporated in 1856 as the "German Evangelical Church of St. Paul."
Three years previously, in 1853, a group of the German speaking members from the Bolivar vicinity
had left the Zutavern Church. They organized an independent congregation known as the "German
Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. John." We know the congregation today as St. John United Church of
Christ. The denominational shift of this sister church is believed to have occurred sometime in the
1870's.
The population of Bolivar has increased slowly over the years and now remains steady at about 1000.
However, the adjoining Lawrence Township farmlands are gradually being converted to housing, with
Wilkshire Hills -- a community to the east -- now having a population of more than 2500.
Today there are five churches in the village. In addition to St. Paul and St. John, they are: the Bolivar
United Methodist Church, St. Stephen Catholic Church, and the Bolivar Wesleyan Church.
“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I
have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you." (John 13:14,15)
Speaker

Dr. James Schaaf was guest preacher during a worship service March 21, 1993, that commemorated
the organization of the St. Paul congregation on March 9, 1843.
A pastor, he also is registrar and church history professor at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus.
"Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain." (Psalm 127: 1)

Bricks and Mortar
The St. Paul congregation first held services in a "white warehouse" located alongside the Ohio Canal.
However, in 1844, a frame church was constructed where the present church now stands. A parsonage
was built to the east of it in 1872.
This early house of worship, with some remodeling, served the congregation until 1882. It was moved
to the back of the lot in 1881 to make room for the building which houses our present sanctuary Services
continued to be held in the old church until the new one was ready for use.
Work commenced in September 1881, and the new building, which cost $7,330.99, was dedicated July
30, 1882. In October of that year, a 1035-pound bell was installed in the bell tower.
After the village school house burned in 1883, a temporary school was set up in the old building. It was
torn down during the winter of 1893. Part of the wood later was built into a barn on a farm about a mile
west of town. Two gavels and blocks, in the archives of the congregation, were made from wood taken
from that first church.
A variety of improvements were made to the new building in succeeding years, the first being excavation
of an area under the southwest corner of the church and installation of a new furnace in 1897. Electric
lights installed in 1916 replaced gasoline lamps that had been used since 1900. The first light bill was
$1.00.
A basement was constructed in 1924. The excavation work was done by men of the congregation using a
slipscraper and teams of horses. Several foundation stones were removed first to allow access to a crawl
space"'
Forest Whitmer of Beach City, formerly of the Bolivar area, was the first one through the hole with the
scraper, according to Ross Hickman, who as a small boy was a “sidewalk superintendent” on the job.
Whitmer is the only one still living who participated in the project.
The teams, which pulled the slipscaper out from under the church so that the dirt could be discarded,
were provided by William Garber, Herb Belknap and William Hickman, Ross’s father. The excavation
work stopped short of the proposed dimensions when it appeared that the east wall of the church might
collapse.
In August 1930, as a gift of the Ladies Aid Society, the church was redecorated and a mural hanging
was placed in the chancel. A copy of Heinrich Hoffman's "Christ in Gethsemane," painted by India Cryder
of Columbus, the mural hangs there today.
A cherry wood altar, presented to the congregation by Calvary Lutheran Church at Cleveland, which
had used it 22 years, and the choir loft, built and presented by the St. Paul choir, were dedicated in 1932
during a celebration marking the 50th Anniversary of the building. Originally made in 1900 by a
Springfield, OH cabinetmaker for Trinity Lutheran Church at Ashland, the altar now is used by our Sunday
School. The corner where the choir loft was constructed previously had been curtained off at floor-level
for the nursery class.
A variety of gifts, given in observance of the congregation's 90th Anniversary were dedicated Oct. 8,
1933. They included elevation of the altar, completing the symbol of the Trinity in the chancel steps;
new paraments; refinishing of the chancel furniture; and addition of a parking lot to the west of the church.
City water was installed in the church and the parsonage in 1937 and, two years later, the church
windows were repaired and protected.
A redecoration project was undertaken in 1943, and hearing aids were first installed in 1945. That
same year, the old barn behind the parsonage next to the church was torn down and a garage built. New

front doors were installed in 1952, and windows again were repaired, with storm glass added. Extensive
remodeling and renovation work was completed while Rev. Robert Barr was pastor. Projects included
installation of a new heating plant and bath rooms, and addition of new exits in the basement and the
sanctuary. Pews and wainscoting in the sanctuary were refinished after the old varnish was removed, and
the carpeting was replaced. During this time, the congregation worshipped in the school. Repointing of
exterior bricks was approved in 1956. Incorporation of the congregation was authorized in 1958, with
Robert Sisson as chairman and, agent and Robert Eichel, Gordon Kienzle and Ludwig Birk as trustees. A
new parsonage was constructed in 1960-1961. In 1962, St. Paul became part of the Lutheran Church in
America following a merger of the United Lutheran Church in America, the American Evangelical
Lutheran Church, the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church (Suomi Synod) and the Augustana Lutheran
Church. A communion rail was installed that year, and. the practice of placing "The Lutheran" in the home
of every member was instituted in 1965, the same year that a mimeograph machine was purchased for
church use. During renovation and redecoration of the sanctuary in April and May 1969, following
suggestions solicited from the Commission on Church Architecture, the American Legion Hall was used
for services. New carpeting was installed and new paraments, chancel furnishings and communion ware
were purchased. During this same period new roofing and new lighting fixtures were installed. A public
address system that included aids for the hearing impaired was installed in 1970. First Communion for 5th
graders was adopted in 1972. A year later, the communion rail kneeling cushions were given as a
memorial and the carillon was purchased. In 1974, a new bulletin board was erected in front of the church
and the side entryway was carpeted. A new heating and air conditioning system was added in 1976, and
in 1977 the main portion of the basement was remodeled. Work was done in the kitchen and restrooms,
and choir loft lights were installed in 1979. The property to the east of the church was purchased in 1980,
giving St. Paul ownership of the entire block. New parking areas were constructed and padding was
added to pews in 1982, both as gifts from members. St. Paul's participation in the Tuscarawas County
Council for Church and Community's Food Pantry at Bolivar United Methodist Church was approved by
council the same year, and participation in the Blood Bank program was authorized in 1983. A number of
"firsts" occurred in 1984: the first worship assistants and lectors were recruited; the practice of placing a
rose on the altar in honor of a new baby was instituted , and a copy machine was purchased, making it
possible to start a parish newsletter. In 1985, as planning for an expansion program got under way, the
sanctuary, side entry, steeple, gable ends and spire of the church were painted, the chancel brassware
was refinished, and the parsonage was reroofed. The house was removed from the lot next door to the
church and site was cleared in 1986. Worship assistant robes also were purchased that year. The
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, with which St. Paul is affiliated, was formed in 1987 through a
merger of the Lutheran Church in America, the American Lutheran Church and the Association of
Evangelical Lutheran Churches Construction of a 6,600-foot addition began in October 1987, and the new
facility was dedicated June 12, 1988. The garage was removed from the church property and a parking
lot was developed behind the addition later that year. The garage now houses gardening tools on
property owned by Merlyn and Doris Keener. Dishes and other items were purchased in 1989 For the
kitchen by St. Paul Women of the ELCA. Sanctuary windows were repaired inside and out, the exterior
frames were painted and protective storm coverings were installed the same year. The sanctuary heatingcooling units were replaced, one in 1989 and one in 1990. Also in 1990, a dishwasher and a second
garbage disposal were installed in the kitchen, the congregation's first pictorial directory was produced,
the Bolivar Clothes Closet was opened in the church basement, and the Seasoned Citizens program was
inaugurated. Acoustical carpeting was applied to the walls of the fellowship hall in 1992, and early in 1993
a new copier was purchased. Most recently, the narthex and the main hall of the addition, as well as all
the rooms opening off of them were painted by volunteers.
"He has showed you 0 people what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God." (Micah 6:8)

Ground Broken for New Parsonage
The parsonage on East St. was built in 1960-1961 at a cost of over $20,000. The lot on which it stands
was given to the congregation by Mrs. Jean Fisher in memory of her husband, Earl D. Fisher. The new
parsonage replaced one built in 1872 next door to the church. That two-story frame home cost $1490.

Records show a variety of repair and redecoration projects over the years, with a bathroom and water
system being installed in 1929. The home, used for Sunday School classes for several years, was sold in
1965 and moved three blocks away to 273 Fox Alley, where it continues to be used as a residence.

Rev. Karl Grieshaber (L) and St. Paul members at groundbreaking: Jean Eichel (second from L),
Charles Lundenberger, Elinor Thompson, Robert Eichel (behind Elinor), Glenn Howenstine, James
Fisher, Adrian Helwick, Arthur Crilley and Ludwig Birk.

Pictured: Jean Eichel talks with Jean Fisher, who watched groundbreaking
ceremonies from her auto.

Confirmation Class of 1932

Front Row- Almeda Ruth
Wagner Class (L), Nelson Albert Barr, Olive Audrey Kime Streb, LaVerne Walter Streb and Jean Helen
Dietrich Baker.
Back Row- Rev. Lewis C. Westenbarger, Thomas Orville Cushing, Russell Brown Albaugh.

90th Anniversary Confirmation Class

Rev. Lewis C.
Westenbarger (L) with class members Harold Wayne App, Rachel Bair Redinger, Ruth Marie
Halsted Wagner, Eileen Lucile Lyons and Luther Elsworth Miller. They were confirmed June 4,
1933.

